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As an early Spring takes hold, many gardeners are getting ready to move
their starter plants to
the great outdoors.

Ready for the Sun
JAMA: Long-term cannabis smokers
show no adverse pulmonary effects
By Paul Armentano, NORML Deputy Director
Exposure to moderate levels of cannabis
smoke — even over the long-term — is not
associated with adverse effects on pulmonary function, according to clinical trial
data published in the January 2012 Journal
of the American Medical Assn.
Investigators at UC San Francisco analyzed the association between marijuana
exposure and pulmonary function over a
20-year period in a cohort of 5,115 men and
women in four US cities.
The data “confirmed the expected
reductions in FEV1 (forced expiratory volume in the first second of expiration) and

FVC (forced vital capacity)” in tobacco
smokers, but “Marijuana use was associated with higher FEV1 and FVC at the low
levels of exposure typical for most marijuana users. With up to 7 joint-years of lifetime
exposure (e.g., 1 joint/d for 7 years or 1
joint/week for 49 years), we found no evidence that increasing exposure to marijuana adversely affects pulmonary function.”
They conclude, “Our findings suggest
that occasional use of marijuana ... may not
be associated with adverse consequences
on pulmonary function.”
The results are consistent with other
Please turn to page 12

Marijuana legalization on Washington state ballot
Legislature may adopt it first
By Alison Holcomb,
New Approach Washington Campaign Director

The Washington Secretary of State certified
Initiative 502 on Jan. 27, 2012 after receiving 354,608 petition signatures — well
above the required 241,153 — from the
New Approach Washington PAC.
The ballot measure would legalize, tax,
and regulate the purchase and possession
of cannabis for adults 21 and over and
decriminalize industrial hemp by redefining marijuana as cannabis with “a THC concentration greater than 0.3 percent on a dry
weight basis.” It makes no changes to
Washington’s Medical Use of Cannabis
Act, except it affords patients new protections from arrest, search, and prosecution,
and creates a new system of safe, regulated
access to cannabis for all adults, regardless
of their medical status.
State Rep. Mary Lou Dickerson, an I502 sponsor, said, “Washington can be the
first state in the country to do this, and I
fully believe that other states will follow,
and Congress will finally get the message.”
The Legislature held a Feb. 9 joint-committee work session on I-502. The Senate
Govt. Operations, Tribal Relations and
Elections Com. and House State Govt. and
Tribal Affairs Com. heard supporting testimony from former US Attorney John
McKay; former Special Agent in Charge of
the FBI’s Seattle office Charles Mandigo;
former Spokane Regional Health Director
Kim Thorburn, MD, MPH; and Roger
Roffman, DSW, cannabis dependence treatment professional and professor emeritus
of social work at U of WA. McKay,
Thorburn, and Roffman are sponsors of I502, and Mandigo has endorsed it.

Legislators have until March 9 to take
action on I-502. If they pass it, adult possession of up to one ounce of useable cannabis, 16 ounces of cannabis-infused product
in solid form, 72 ounces of cannabisinfused product in liquid form, or any
combination of these amounts will immediately be decriminalized and not subject
to any civil penalty. This would be the most
progressive decrim law in the US. Every
other state that has decriminalized cannabis has replaced criminal penalties with
civil infractions (that still permit police to
stop people on suspicion of possession and
levy a fine). The sole exception is Alaska,
where possession of one ounce within the
confines of one’s home is protected from
Please turn to page 13

Colorado set to vote on
legalization this fall
By Allison Greenstein
Voters in Colorado will have a chance to
vote this year on a November ballot initiative to end state marijuana prohibition.
The measure, which officially qualified
on Feb. 27, 2012, would make it legal for
adults 21 and up to possess a limited
amount of cannabis, establish a system to
regulate it similarly to alcohol, and allow
cultivation of industrial hemp. Along with
generating state and local sales tax revenue, it calls on the legislature to enact a
wholesale excise tax, of which the first $40
million annually is directed to the publicschool construction fund.
“We will win because the voters understand that marijuana prohibition is a policy
Please turn to page 13
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Cal High Court to rule on
cannabis dispensaries
By William Dolphin, Americans for Safe Access
The California Supreme Court announced
in January 2012 that it is reviewing four
cases involving medical cannabis dispensaries, including two 2011 cases that led to
the suspension of some local ordinances.
In one case, Pack v City of Long Beach, a
lower court ruled that some dispensary
regulations may be preempted by federal
law. In City of Riverside v Inland Empire
Patient’s Health and Wellness Ctr., a lower
court held that local governments could
ban distribution. Those rulings have been
vacated while the Court considers them. It
may be two or more years before the
Supreme Court rules on the cases.

“It’s no surprise these cases are being
reviewed, as both flew in the face of established decisions,” said Americans for Safe
Access (ASA) Chief Counsel Joe Elford,
who filed a brief along with the ACLU, the
Drug Policy Alliance and Santa Cruz
County to request the review of Pack.
“Most importantly, by vacating the rulings,
the Court has stopped local governments
from using them to deny patients access to
medical cannabis.”
Several California cities and counties
have cited the October 2011 Pack decision
in suspending regulatory ordinances or
banning local distribution entirely. The US
Please turn to page 6

Feds attack medi-marijuana, states respond
Sustained, systematic use of
virtually all federal resources
By Morgan Fox, Marijuana Policy Project
The last few months have seen a dramatic
increase in federal suppression in medical
marijuana states. The growing wave of federal actions that began last year in Montana
has reform advocates wondering just what
this election year is going to look like.
While US attorneys in California and
Colorado continue their brutal assault on
specific sectors of the medical marijuana
industry, the federal prosecutor for
Delaware recently gave similar warnings.
In response to a query from state lawmakers, US Attorney Charles Oberly III issued
a letter Feb. 9, 2012, reminding authorities
that the federal government is ready and
able to prosecute marijuana violations
regardless of state law, including acts by
state employees involved with licensing
and regulating dispensaries.
In response, Gov. Jack Markell suspended Delaware’s fledgling medical use
program, mirroring the actions of Rhode
Island Gov. Lincoln Chafee when he halted
implementation of his state’s new dispensary program. Both cited potential prosecution of state employees as a primary concern, as did the governors of Washington
and Arizona. To date, no state employee
has been arrested or charged with a crime
for carrying out his or her job under state
medical marijuana laws.
Despite the warnings that US attorneys
could arrest and prosecute state employees, there is little indication that they
intend to do so. The Dept. of Justice reiterated this point in its dismissal of Gov. Jan

Former New Mexico governor and Libertarian
presidential candidate Gary Johnson (left)
joined campaign co-director Mason Tvert to
turn in Coloradoʼs ballot petitions.

Brewer’s lawsuit against the medical use
law passed by Arizona voters in 2010.
Arizona is now in the process of implementing its regulated dispensary system,
as is the District of Columbia, set to open
dispensaries this summer.
Neither they nor other places with
state-licensed dispensary systems (Maine,
CO and New Mexico) have had individual
state employees threatened.
Aside from gubernatorial delays, the
state-level response to the Feds has been
one of perseverance. To their credit, the
governors of RI, WA, Vermont, and CO
have officially requested that the federal
government reclassify cannabis as a
Schedule II or III drug. This call was joined
Please turn to page 4

Cal medical cannabis
initiative proposed
By Dale Gieringer, California NORML Director
A comprehensive initiative to revamp
California’s medical marijuana laws, the
Medical Marijuana Regulation, Control
and Taxation Act, has been filed by a
statewide coalition of reform advocates.
Organizers include ASA, the United Food
and Commercial Workers Local #5,
Coalition for Cannabis Policy Reform, Cal.
NORML, Emerald Growers Assn., DPA,
Cal. Cannabis Assn., MPP and others.
The initiative is designed to address
widespread public concern over the confusing and chaotic state of medical marijuana distribution laws in California. It
would establish a new state agency, the
Bureau of Medical Marijuana Enforcement,
to regulate medical marijuana production,
manufacture, distribution, testing and sale.
The bureau would have broad power to
develop regulations for the medical
cannabis industry, pre-empting all local
regulation except for zoning of dispensaries. The initiative requires that at least
one dispensary per 50,000 residents must
be permitted unless limited or banned by
local voter initiative. Ambiguous provisions in existing law would be clarified to
make clear that sales by state-registered
collectives and other businesses were legal.
The initiative protects all existing rights
of individual patients and caregivers
accorded by Prop 215 and SB 420, and
Please turn to page 8
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West Coasterdam Report
California bill would have cannabis dispensaries register with state
California Assemblymember Tom Ammiano, (D - 13th Dist.) introduced AB 2312, Medical
Marijuana Regulation and Control, Feb. 24, 2012. The bill creates a statewide Board of
Medical Marijuana Enforcement within the California Dept. of Consumer Affairs to oversee the medical cannabis industry. It would maintain confidentiality relative to HIIPPA
and the CA Medical Information Privacy Act, establish mandatory registration for commercial ventures and authorize local governments to impose a reasonable excise tax.

Voters get to decide on local ordinances in Kern and Lake Counties
Kern Citizens for Patient Rights helped to collect over 17,000 signatures to overturn a proposed ban. The Kern County Bd. of Supervisors rescinded its existing ordinance to ban collectives and instead put a restrictive ordinance on the June 5, 2012 primary ballot. The proposed ordinance would require medical marijuana cooperatives to be at least a mile from
churches, schools and daycare centers, and from each other. If it passes, collectives that are
not within the proper zones will have ten days to close or move.
The Lake County Green Farmers Assn. and Lake County Citizens for Responsible
Regulations submitted enough signatures to force the Board of Supervisors to either adopt
their referendum, The Lake County Medical Marijuana Cultivation Act of 2012, or place it on
the June 5, 2012 ballot. The groups organized to gather signatures and block the overly
restrictive zoning cultivation Ordinance 2960 that passed the BOS last October. www.c4rr.org.

Medical use advocates launch initiative effort in Santa Ana, CA
In response to the recent actions of the city of Santa Ana to eradicate local collectives by
citing code violations, a new PAC turned in wording for a voter initiative to the City Clerk
Feb. 7, 2012. The Committee to Support Medical Marijuana Ballot Initiative was formed by
several members of the local nonprofits Orange County (OC) NORML and OC Americans
for Safe Access. The initiative would require that at least 20 collectives serve this city of
more then 325,000 residents and add an additional 2% city tax to collective transactions.
The Santa Ana Police Commander had several suggestions that were included as good
neighbor policies, such as prohibiting smoking inside or around facilities, no loitering,
standard hours of operation and that all under-aged patients must be escorted by a parent
or guardian. The Committee needs fewer then 5,000 valid signatures to qualify for the
November ballot. — Kandice Hawes, Orange County NORML Director

Costa Mesa, CA officials eradicate safe access in collusion with Feds
Costa Mesa was the first Orange County city to ban cannabis collectives and now, five
years later, it has closed every public location providing safe access. When Lake Forest
closed its dispensaries Oct. 10, 2011 after contacting the US Attorneys, Costa Mesa sent a
letter to the Feds Oct. 26. A few months later, the DEA raided two city collectives and their
gardens, Otherside Farms and American Patients Collective. Agents held guns to the
heads of small children and the wife of a collective director, but no charges were filed. The
next day, the remaining 25 city collectives and their landlords received threatening letters
from federal prosecutors to close within two weeks or face further actions. Local activists
and patients attended the council meeting and held a protest. Patients and activists plan
to join ongoing lawsuits and pursue a voter initiative to return safe access to the city. Only
three cities in Orange County still have dispensaries, Anaheim, Garden Grove and Santa
Ana, and they also have bans. — Kandice Hawes, Orange County NORML Director

Safe and Appropriate

MEDICAL CANNABIS Evaluations

Patient denied transplant

OR patients keep gun rights

By William Dolphin, Americans for Safe Access
A California cancer patient has been
denied a transplant liver for his use of the
cannabis his oncologist recommended.
Norman Smith, 63, diagnosed with
inoperable liver cancer in 2009 and put on
the transplant list at Cedars-Sinai Medical
Center in LA in 2010, was tested for cannabis in February 2012, removed from the
list and told he has to test clean for six
months to be reconsidered. Research has
found no adverse impact from cannabis on
the survival rate of transplant recipients.
Oncologist Dr. Steven Miles at CedarsSinai approved Smith’s medical use to treat
the effects of chemotherapy and pain from
an unrelated back surgery. Smith’s cancer
was in remission but has recently recurred,
and he is beginning radiation treatments.
Americans for Safe Access sent a letter
to the Cedars-Sinai Transplant Dept. in
November, urging them to change their eligibility policy and re-list Smith.
“Denying organ transplants to medical
cannabis patients is a brutal form of discrimination,” said ASA Chief Counsel Joe
Elford. “Cedars-Sinai would not be breaking any laws by allowing the transplant.
It’s certainly the ethical thing to do.”
ASA has reports of patients cut from
transplant lists in CA, HI, OR and WA.

By Doug McVay, Common Sense for Drug Policy
The US Supreme Court affirmed the right
of Oregon medical cannabis patients Jan. 9,
2012 to obtain Concealed Handgun
Licenses (CHL).
“Ultimately, the impact is that it repudiates the notion that ‘implied pre-emption’ results in the Supremacy clause
trumping the state Medical Marijuana
Act,” according to attorney Leland Berger.
“I am proud of the courageous patients
who stood up for their rights to be free
from discrimination based on their choice
of medicine: Cynthia Willis, Paul Sansone,
Steven Schwerdt and Lee Wallick.”
The OR Supreme Court had held that,
“The sheriffs in this case are not excused
from their duty ... to issue CHLs to qualified applicants, without regard to the
applicant’s use of medical marijuana, on
the ground that issuance of CHLs to medical marijuana users would violate a federal prohibition on making false statements
about the lawfulness of transferring firearms to such persons,” noting that, “[I]t is
possible that the sheriffs in this case could
themselves enforce the federal Gun Control Act against medical marijuana users
who possess guns in violation of federal
law ... [N]o state law prohibits the sheriffs
from taking such enforcement actions.”
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Patients and advocates rally outside the Feb. 7, 2012 Costa Mesa City Council meeting to protest
the dispensary raids and ban. Photo by Steve Baker
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Judge recuses himself in Grumbine/Byron case Sacramento patients may take their case to voters
By Cheri Sicard, CannabisCheri.com
“I’ve been convicted of 11
felonies but I’m still out of jail
and that’s a good thing,” proclaimed a beaming Joe
Grumbine after showing up for
his Jan. 11, 2012 sentencing hearing only to have the judge recuse
himself from the case. Grumbine
had expected to be taken into
custody that day, along with former business partner Joe Byron,
after being found guilty of 11 Joe Grumbine joined the rally outside the Long Beach
counts of marijuana sales in a courthouse Jan. 11 with one of his youngest supporters,
his grandchild Jojo. Photo by Cheri Sicard
bizarre trial presided over by
biased octogenarian Judge Charles custody, thus allowing them to spend
Sheldon. Byron was also found guilty of Christmas with their families.
tax fraud and electricity theft.
The defendants gathered outside LB
Superior
Court Jan. 11 with heavy hearts
Sheldon’s antics included making and
and
a
crowd
of green ribbon-adorned court
sustaining his own objections, coaching the
prosecuting attorney and witnesses, pub- supporters from The Human Solution.
licly castigating defense attorneys Allison Many supporters, who had witnessed the
Margolin and Christopher Glew, and entire trial, had tears in their eyes, expectallowing only evidence and points of law ing Grumbine and Byron to be led from the
that aided the prosecution. This was well court in shackles.
documented by the local press, including a
But in a twist nobody saw coming,
scathing OC Weekly article entitled, “Long Judge Sheldon recused himself, admitting
Beach’s Kangaroo Court.”
that he had written a glowing letter to
prosecutor Jodi Castano’s boss, gushing
Judge Sheldon sang the praises of the
over the outstanding job she did at trial.
prosecution and its case — while the
While Sheldon said he was completely fair
trial was still in front of the jury.
and unbiased during the trial, he said it
was a serious mistake to have sent the letFollowing the 18-day trial, Sheldon ter before the case was done. Hence, in
fawned over a jury that found both defen- order to avoid the appearance of bias, he
dants guilty of all charges, praising their announced to spontaneous cheers and
attention and professionalism (one juror enthusiastic applause from the packed
had slept through much of the trial) and courtroom that he was recusing himself.
offering to write letters of commendation
The case now goes before Judge Joan
for them. The single shred of compassion Cassaret-Cassani, who has several options:
he did show the defendants was to over- sentence the men, call for a new trial due to
ride prosecutor Jodi Castano’s request to Sheldon’s bias and misconduct, or dismiss
have the men immediately remanded into the case. Stay tuned.

By Kimberly Cargisle, csparc.org
Sacramento County activists are focusing
on a ballot initiative to resolve their complaints, the Patients Access to Regulated
Medical Cannabis Act of 2012 (PARMCA).
The measure would allow county voters to decide in November if medical-use
collectives will be protected in the county.
Mickey Martin, Coalition for Safe
Patient Access to Regulated Cannabis coordinator and author of Medical Marijuana
101, said, “Medical cannabis organizations
provide a wealth of wellness services to the
community, and are a great opportunity to
provide much-needed income to a struggling county budget that can be used for
public safety, education and healthcare.”
To qualify, 80,000 signatures must be gathered by June 1 with little funding.
Attorney John Fuery is also working on
a class-action lawsuit against the county.
“Patients have rights and I am here to
defend their rights,” said Fuery, a lawyer
from the Bay Area. With the closure of
about 90 collectives in the county over the
last six months, hundreds of jobs have been
lost, thousands of investment dollars wasted, and people’s faith in elected officials
shattered. “The people are ready to stand
up,” said one patient.
At their July 2011 meeting, the supervisors instructed staff to draft a permanent
ordinance and promised a December vote.
The process started with roundtable meetings on zoning regulations, operating procedures and cultivation. The planning
department, community planning advisory council members and patient advocates
all sat at the table to address these controversial and complex issues.
Patients believed progress was being
made, but were confused by the ongoing

closure of collectives. The County used
building code violations, zoning violations,
fines, letters to landlords, liens against
properties, medicine seizures and injunctions to force collectives to close. Under
this financial and emotional devastation,
few collectives remained standing by the
December Board of Supervisors meeting.
Instead of the promised ordinance, staff
returned with a code requiring all county
businesses to follow both state and federal
law, an indirect ban on collectives and
cannabis cultivation. County staff used
recent federal interference, raids, bank
account seizures, landlord letters and the
Pack decision to leverage their opinion.

DEA looks at SF dispensaries
By Mickey Martin, TcompConsulting.com
The program for permitting medical
cannabis dispensaries in San Francisco was
stopped, started, stopped again, and then
restarted again after a series of confusing
messages and miscommunications.
City officials put the permitting process
on hold in December 2011 after the Pack
appellate court ruling put the legality of
permitting or licensing dispensaries in
question. Then the Pack decision was
appealed to the Supreme Court, and in
January messages from the City were that
the program would resume, but permitting
was then “put on hold indefinitely” on Jan.
25, 2012. Just three days later, that decision
was also reversed and permitting resumed
in San Francisco. On Feb. 16, the SF
Planning Commission approved permits
for three new applicants.
Still, all is not well in San Francisco, as
it has come to light that DEA Special Agent
David White of the financial investigative
Please turn to page 9
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Discovery’s ‘Weed Wars’ stirs a national discussion
By Samantha Campos
Steve DeAngelo co-founded Harborside
Health Center (HHC) in 2006 to provide a
safe, professional medical marijuana dispensary. It has since been lauded as a
model dispensary — the largest of its kind
in the country. DeAngelo never imagined
that HHC would be the subject of a major
television series, but that’s exactly what
recently happened.
In December 2012, a groundbreaking
four-part documentary series, “Weed
Wars,” was broadcast nationally on the
Discovery Channel. For nearly a year prior,
a camera crew followed DeAngelo, his
family and staff, focusing on the daily
operations of HHC and its patients. He
agreed to the filming as a way to bring
more attention to the discussion of medical
cannabis in America. “We wanted to
demonstrate that cannabis could be distributed in a way that brings benefits to communities, rather than harms,” said
DeAngelo. Prior to this, he had been
approached by various television producers before deciding on Braverman
Productions, who he felt were truly committed to showing his family, facility and
staff as truthfully as possible.
The “Weed Wars” title turned out to be prescient when, after filming ended, the
Obama administration reversed its policy
on medical cannabis and four US attorneys
in California launched a massive crackdown on the industry. The show’s timing

couldn’t have been better. “I have always
believed that the main challenge in winning the debate about cannabis is simply
bringing the truth to the American people,” said DeAngelo. “The veil will finally
be lifted, and the nation will be able to see
what the war on cannabis looks like from
our side of the battlefield.”
Discovery enlisted rap artist Snoop
Dogg to write the show’s title track, created
a burning leaf “Weed Wars” logo, and
oversaw final edits of each episode. After
the show aired, HHC received hundreds of
letters from deeply movedpatients.
Some in non-compassionate-use states
wrote of their serious medical conditions.
A former nurse from New York wrote of
her work with terminally ill patients: “I
firmly believe if medical cannabis was
used they may have had a pain-free, less
doped-up way to say goodbye in their last
hours.” Others wrote of being tired of consuming synthetic drugs with harmful side
effects, calling for a focus on “helping people with serious medical problems and not
in making huge profits.”
A retired cop in Ohio noted that 28
years earlier he “would not have looked
kindly upon your facility,” but he was now
considering “alternative therapies.” A
California officer noted, “Many of my partners know firsthand that marijuana is the
furthest thing from a criminal problem in
our state. Please continue your efforts in
changing the minds of the uninformed.”

States weigh their options in face of federal assault on laws

Harborside still fighting $2.4m IRS tax bill
By Gaynell Rogers, 280ereform.org
“If the IRS is successful in denying all
deductions, no dispensary will remain in
business. Code 280E is a dagger pointed at
the heart of medical cannabis. How much
is it worth to have the right to use a medicine, if there is no way for patients to safely
obtain it?” asks Steve DeAngelo.
Harborside Health Center was audited
by the IRS for over 11/2 years. The IRS
accepted HHC’s records as substantially
accurate, but then hit the dispensary with a
$2.4 million dollar tax bill Sept. 23, 2011,
invoking 280E to disallow all basic business deductions for expenses such as rent,
electricity, insurance, etc., let alone the cost
of cannabis HHC provided to patients.
DeAngelo, Harborside’s executive
director, and attorney Henry Wykowski
filed a petition in tax court Dec. 22, 2011
protesting the whopping ‘tax deficiency.’
Section 280E was added to the federal
tax code almost 40 years ago to stop international drug kingpins from claiming business expenses on illicit sales. Today 17
states allow the medical use and distribution of marijuana. Far from working in violent cartels, civic leaders, taxpayers and
good neighbors are following state laws to
operate legal businesses, yet are denied tax
deductions for ordinary and essential operating expenses. Courts are left to deal with
issues Congress has not yet addressed.
Leaders from 12 states in the medical
cannabis community, collectives, health
support groups and activists have formed
a national coalition to stop the IRS attacks
on legal medical cannabis businesses in
California and other states. The 280E
National Reform Defense Team is conducting a series of workshops across the country to educate and activate medical

Continued from page 1
by 48 lawmakers in WA, but it is doubtful how much impact this will have on the Feds.
State lawmakers continue to advance marijuana reform legislation in the face of this
federal interference. Legislators in 17 states in all areas of the country have introduced bills
this year to protect patients from arrest, and several stand a good chance of passing during
this session. Several states with existing medical use laws
are considering new protections in their laws, such as regulated dispensary systems, in spite of the reticence of some
state executives. Three states are considering bills that
Grower and Collective
would recognize the medical uses of marijuana but would
not protect patients from arrest.
Compliance Consultations
Despite federal hinderance, states are still considering
www.CleanGreenCert.com
new marijuana laws. As more and more of them adopt
cvanhook77@earthlink.net
reforms, the federal pariah will be increasingly marginalized by its policy of interfering with state laws.
Chris Van Hook, California Attorney
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cannabis businesses and tax professionals.
The 280E NRDT hopes to raise sufficient funding to effect legislative reform if
people each contribute $10 or more online.
For more information, see www.280eReform.org

Obama runs from the
legalization question
YouTube skips top-rated query
By Tom Angell, LEAP Media Relations Director
YouTube ignored the video question that
won twice as many votes as any other for
the White House’s January 2012 ‘Your
Interview with the President’ competition.
A number of similar questions were mysteriously deleted and labeled ‘inappropriate.’
The top question was from retired LAPD
deputy police chief Stephen Downing, who
advocates cannabis legalization. The site
did, however, get President Obama on
record about tough issues like tennis, dancing and late-night snacking.
Downing, a board member of Law
Enforcement Against Prohibition (LEAP),
scoffed that, “It’s worse than silly that
YouTube and Google wasted the time of
the President and American people discussing midnight snacks and tennis when
there is one truly pressing question on the
minds of the people who took time to participate and vote on submissions. A majority of Americans support legalizing marijuana. We’re tired of this serious public policy crisis being pushed aside or laughed
off. The time to discuss this issue is now.”
Many other top-ranked questions were
about marijuana policy or the failed Drug
War, as happens every time the White
House invites citizens to submit and vote
on questions via the Web.
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MUSEUM TOUR —
A group of delegates
from the Hemp
Industries Association
convention took a tour
of the Oaksterdam
Cannabis Museum,
1776 Broadway,
Oakland CA, on Nov.
15, 2011. The museum
is the only one of its
kind in the US, with a
live cannabis garden
and regular visiting
hours, daily from 10 am
to 6 pm.
Photo by Mikki Norris

SB 420 author: Dispensaries can make profit
By Robert A. Raich,* robertraich.com
No California law prohibits cannabis-related businesses from making a profit.
Opponents of medical use, however,
have been spreading disinformation since
SB 420 became law in 2003. Their fiction
has become so prevalent that it is affecting
safe access to cannabis by qualified
patients around the state and prompted
retired state Sen. John Vasconcellos to issue
a letter debunking the claim that profit is
not permitted for medical cannabis
providers under California law.
Vasconcellos co-chaired then-Attorney
General Bill Lockyer’s Medical Marijuana
Task Force that drafted the law, and stated
in his February 2012 letter that he is
“deeply concerned that in the nine years
since we passed SB 420, certain people
have evidently been advocating a marked
misinterpretation … with regard to
whether ‘making a profit’ is somehow not
permitted for medical cannabis providers
under state law.”
The confusion stems from Health and
Safety Code Sec. 11362.765(a) (concerning
activity by individual patients and caregivers), which concludes, “[N]or shall anything in this section authorize any individual or group to cultivate or distribute marijuana for profit.” The section governing
collectives, however, H&S Sec. 11362.775,
contains no such language. Using the most
direct terms possible, Vasconcellos’ letter
states that the “language does not in any

respect purport to prohibit profit — if that
had been the intent, the language would
have so stated clearly. It obviously does no
such thing.”
Although certain members of the Task
Force did advocate for a prohibition on
profit-making, that position was firmly
rejected in favor of the compromise language used in the bill.
Prosecutors, unhappy with the scope of
SB 420, have seized on that language to
deprive patients of access to medicine.
Some judges have been wrongly swayed,
and this letter is an attempt to overcome
that propaganda.
As with many aspects of the cannabis
laws, there will be no definitive resolution
of an issue until the California Supreme
Court directly decides it. Many expect the
Court to concur with Sen. Vasconcellos’
analysis if the question ever reaches it.
A few local cannabis ordinances do
purport to prohibit profit or excessive profit by providers, but those provisions are of
questionable legality under the state
Constitution and, under any circumstance,
they have no relevance to the statewide
applicability of SB 420.
There may be many good reasons a
cannabis provider may choose to operate
on a not-for-profit basis, but adherence to
California law is not one of them.
* Raich is the attorney who took both medical cannabis cases
to the US Supreme Court. He was chairman of the Caregiver
Issues Subcommittee for the AG’s Medical Marijuana Task
Force and sat on the SB 420 Drafting Subcommittee.
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Twelve apply for 4 Oakland dispensary permits
By Mickey Martin, TcompConsulting.com
The City of Oakland opened up the RFPA
process in September to accept applications for four new dispensary permits.
After an expectation that there would be
roughly 100 applicants for the permits,
only a dozen groups came forward and
applied. Applications were due Oct. 14,
2011, only 37 days after the application
process was publicized, with severe limitations on locations and with the announcement of the big federal crackdown coming
just a week before the deadline. A decision
was set to be made Jan. 24, 2012, and permits issued to the chosen applicants by the
City Administrator’s Office, but due to the
complexity of the application process, compounded by complications at City Hall,
that has been delayed until at least March.
Arturo Sanchez, who manages the
application process, was hopeful he would
have a decision in February, but now it
appears to be pushed back to July. When
asked if the Pack case or the federal crackdown were holding up the process,
Sanchez said it was not; other “pressing
matters” and “the amount of review” were
responsible for the delay, “due to the budget and other issues going on around here,”
and it was difficult to be sure of a firm date.
Sanchez submitted recommendations to
City Administrator Deanna Santana and
expects to meet with her to make a final
decision in March.
The list of applicants included many
faces familiar to Oakland City Hall, as well
as celebrity Montel Williams and other dispensary groups. Ten finalists moved on to
Phase 2 for a public hearing and a more indepth review of their plans, including a site
visit with representatives from the
Oakland City Administrator, Finance, and
Fire Departments and an exam. Nine public hearings took place at City Hall Jan. 4-6,
and one on Jan. 9. Some groups did a good
job and had little opposition; others had
major opposition.
The City has listed current scoring
rankings on their Special Permits website,
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but made it very clear that these scores do
not predict who will get permits, as many
other factors would be considered, including feedback from the hearings. One thing
is for certain: There will be a shift in the status quo in Oakland and hopefully patients
will benefit from increased competition
and compassion.

Riverside case forcing High
Court to decide on collectives
By Lanny Swerdlow, RN, LNC
Patients and medical marijuana collective
operators scored a major victory Jan. 18
when the California Supreme Court
accepted the appeal of the 4th Dist. Court’s
City of Riverside v Inland Empire Patients
Health and Wellness Center (IEPHWC) decision that cities can ban medical marijuana
collectives under their zoning laws.
Attorney J. David Nick said this is
arguably the most important medical marijuana case to come before the Court, as it is
all about distribution. “A patient’s right to
safe, reliable and local access is at the heart
of this case — if patients don’t have access,
it almost might as well be illegal.”
Although the court accepted three
other medical marijuana cases on appeal,
Riverside is the one that will decide whether
or not a city has the authority to repeal a
state law locally by banning its implementation using zoning ordinances.
The speed at which the court took up
the case for review — fewer than 30 days
when it could have taken 90 — shows it is
well aware of the chaos created by the
refusal of cities to license and regulate collectives. Mega-law firm Best, Best and
Krieger has coordinated actions in more
than 30 municipalities to thwart Prop 215.
The unusual 7-0 vote to take the appeal
begins an estimated six-months to twoyears process before the decision. Patients
are encouraging cities to find a rational
middle ground between unlicensed proliferation and outright bans to develop ordinances that permit collectives to operate.
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Feds level bogus charges in medical cannabis crackdown
By Dale Gieringer, California NORML
In blatant violation of Obama’s pledge to
respect state medical marijuana laws, the
federal Dept. of Justice is continuing its
crackdown on medical cannabis, closing
law-abiding facilities on bogus charges,
quashing local regulations, and aggravating legal confusion and lawlessness.
The DoJ has forced hundreds of
California dispensaries to close by sending
their landlords letters threatening to seize
their property for distribution of illegal
drugs. Widespread closures have been
reported in San Diego, Sacramento, and
Orange counties, where hostile local officials invited federal intervention.
The Feds have targeted dispensaries
with strong community support that were
fully compliant with local regulations in
cities such as San Francisco, Oakland, and
Sacramento and the state of Colorado.
DOJ officials have cited the federal
Drug-Free School Zone Act, which prescribes enhanced penalties for trafficking
drugs within 1,000 feet of schools or playgrounds. Advocates say that is a phony
pretext for federal meddling in matters
which are properly the jurisdiction of local
government. California has a law banning
dispensaries within 600 feet of schools (but
not playgrounds), the same as for liquor
stores. In practice, all dispensaries require
medical IDs for entry and exclude minors.
The DOJ has targeted dispensaries that
pose no discernible threat to kids. In San
Francisco, DOJ targeted the Divinity Tree,
complaining that it was within 1,000 feet of
a playground in the city’s Tenderloin
District, a notorious skid-row hangout. In
fact, the Divinity Tree was located two
blocks away and around the corner, completely out of sight of the playground. In
between are several bars, liquor and tobacco stores, and directly across from the playground an adult theater blatantly advertises erotic shows.
Similarly, the DOJ forced the closure of
the Marin Alliance for Medical Marijuana,
which operated without problems for 15
years under regulation by the city of
Fairfax. The DOJ complained that MAMM
was located near a Little League field. This
had never been a problem with the city, as
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it had been MAMM’s policy to close during Little League games.
“This is nuts,” said Greg Anton, attorney for MAMM’s director, Lynnette Shaw.
“There’s a dispensary near where I live that
sells guns, narcotics, alcohol and tobacco,
and it’s full of children. It’s called Walmart,
and it’s safe. So is Lynnette’s place. She’s
proven that over 15 years.”
The DoJ has actively sabotaged local
efforts to regulate the medical marijuana
market by threatening officials with lawsuits or arrest for violating federal law. In
Washington, Rhode Island, Delaware and
Vermont, it blackmailed governors to
quash proposed state-licensed dispensary
provisions. DoJ forced Mendocino County
to abandon its ordinance to regulate outdoor cultivation, which had raised
$663,230 for the Sheriff’s Department.
“It’s clear that the federal government
on several fronts has been going after any
above-ground method of cultivating or dispensing medical marijuana,” commented
Mendo Supervisor John McCowen, sponsor of the ordinance, “almost as if there was
a conscious effort to drive it all back underground. That’s going to further endanger
public safety and the environment.”

Dispensaries on the docket
Continued from page 1
DoJ even cited Pack in an effort to pressure
local officials not to regulate distribution.
Other appellate court rulings contradict Pack, among them the November 2011
Riverside ruling, also under review, holding
that, while medical cannabis distribution is
not preempted by federal law, cities can
lawfully ban it as a type of regulation.
“Now that these bad rulings are set
aside, it’s important that local officials help
their communities by establishing sound
dispensary regulations,” said ASA Executive Director Steph Sherer. “Dispensaries
provide safe access for those with the most
serious medical conditions who have few
other options.”
The other two medical cannabis dispensary cases granted review by the
California Supreme Court are Traudt v City
of Dana Point and People v G3 Holistic.

CAL LEGALIZATION INITIATIVES LOOKING FOR AN ANGEL FUNDER — Three distinct ballot
measures to legalize cannabis were presented by panelists in Mill Valley Feb. 21, 2012. From left
to right, Steve Collett said that the Regulate Marijuana Like Wine initiative has a signature lead and
a poll showing that up to 62% of voters support its approach. Buddy Duzy said that the California
Cannabis Hemp and Health Initiative takes on the legalization of the whole plant, i.e., its industrial,
horticultural, medical and personal uses. Dale Gieringer presented the Medical Marijuana
Regulation, Control and Taxation Act, which would not legalize non-medical use but would reduce
some penalties. Attorney Bill Panzer said that the Repeal Cannabis Prohibition Act was written in
legal form to strike down current laws and give the state legislature a limited amount of time to
create a regulated market. Each of the three legalization initiatives is in the situation of needing a
major donor to underwrite professional signature gathering to meet their petition deadlines.
After the event, the groups released a statement that they had agreed to unify behind any of
the three that gets funding. Also presented at the panel was an initiative to reduce penalties and
to ensure medical access. For more info see cannabislaw.us. Photo by Sam Sabzehzar.

LA dispensaries threatened with still another ban
Prosecutor politics play a role
By Jessica Gelay, drugpolicy.org
After fumbling the regulatory process for
years, some Los Angeles city officials now
seek to ban all medical marijuana dispensaries. Those behind the scheme call it a
“gentle ban,” but the proposal is brutal.
The plan would outlaw all monetary transactions for medical marijuana and require
all dispensaries to close.
As President of the Greater LA
Caregivers Alliance Yamileth Bolanos said
in February 2012, “I never thought that
after six years of begging for regulations
we would be in this situation. Banning is
the most irresponsible thing the city could
do. It would leave patients without access
and let criminals and gangs take advantage
of the situation. Those who suggest it are
out of touch with reality and the needs of
local patients.”
The ban would force patients to travel
outside city limits to obtain medicine, or to
grow it themselves. However, growing
one’s own medicine is difficult and impractical, if not impossible, for most sick people, as is having to travel 100 miles or more.
Most patients will be forced either to go
without medicine or to buy it on the street.
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Banning dispensaries would harm thousands of the most vulnerable people in LA,
patients who need cannabis.
The City Attorney and Councilman
Jose Huizar have been working together to
convince the City Council that banning dispensaries is the only choice the city has.
Their argument relies on Pack, the decision
that has been suspended while it awaits
review by the CA Supreme Court. Lawyers
and advocates are lobbying for a workable
regulatory solution that can be implemented, whichever way the Pack case is eventually decided.
Politicians looking to further their own
interests are using confusion in the courts
to rationalize trampling patients’ rights.
LA City Attorney Carmen Trutanich, who
announced his bid for district attorney, is
actively seeking law enforcement backing.
The motion to ban is awaiting a vote
from the full council. LA residents who
want to protect cannabis dispensaries are
encouraged to call their councilmembers
and express their support. Find your city
councilmember on the City’s homepage,
lacity.org, by entering your address in the
“Neighborhood Resources” box. Talking
points can be found on ASA’s website,
safeaccessnow.org/StopTheBanLA.
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Getting the new crop off to a solid start
By Samuel Janovici

Inside Out
Everything has to start somewhere and
cannabis begins with a seed or a clone.
For purists, the seed is the Holy Grail,
but seeds do not offer stock surety. They
genetically drift, so growers have adopted
the technology used by apple, peach and
avocado growers — asexual reproduction.
Horticulturists make cuttings from the
most viable and supple branches, stimulate
them with root hormones and plant them
into a growth medium.
For those who demand a consistent
gene pool, cutting clones delivers the same
stock time and again, guaranteeing an
exact copy of the plant every time. Today’s
tech uses a cellular disrupter, like Dip and
Grow, that forces the clone to root quickly
— usually in 11 to 14 days. When done
right, clones are the best way to convey a
plant’s genetic phenotype into the future.
Seeds make no such promise.
Cloning mediums vary, too. Some are
made of rock wool for a sterile environment devoid of pathogens that may wreak
havoc on a crop, but cuttings need time to
adjust to the medium itself. Coco or sphagnum cubes are a more organic way to get
the same cleanliness and they give the cuttings a quicker start, with little or no
adjustment time needed. Fluorescent lights
work, and so will LEDs. Nutrients must be
diluted and the NPK ratio has to be evenly
loaded and balanced, as does the pH. In the
earliest stage a grower might try using
Eagle-20, an anti-fungal spray that kills
powdery mildew.
Even clones come with risks.
Remember that new clones from outside
the garden may come with hidden problems. Use good nursery practices, isolate
the new pups and inspect them over a period of a few weeks for pests and diseases
before mixing them into a garden. Try to
catch that errant spider mite long before it
reproduces during the flowering cycle.

With all the new breeds, a grower need
not be locked into last year’s crop or cling
to a variety that doesn’t suit their exact
needs. Dispensaries may offer some tempting choices. Harborside HC, in Oakland,
offers a great selection of top
quality clones. Its expert staff
makes sure the stock is pest
free. Your local dispensary may
offer some great strains, too.
Experiment with new cultivars but be
aware that not all breeds are created equal.
Remember that indica and sativa have different bloom cycles and hybrids can baffle
a novice. Research and experimentation
are required for a grower to
feel comfortable with new
stock, but it is a worthwhile pursuit and an evolutionary process every
grower can practice.
Photo by Chris Conrad
Be safe out there.

By Chris Van Hook, cleangreencert.com

From the Field…
The federal government’s recent actions
against state-legal medical cannabis have
been most harmful to growers and patients
wishing to work in a legal framework,
while boosting those working outside of
state law.
Water usage will be a major issue
in the 2012 outdoor growing season
in Northern Cal, and it is time to
take a close look at how its
impact can be minimized. Growing a
water-loving plant above ground in
mounds or smart pots takes a toll on
salmon-producing streams and rivers.
One farm that was studied throughout the 2011 growing season used at
least 40,000 gals of water for 25
mature outdoor plants in two-cubicyard mounds and wire containers, producing on average five pounds per plant.
The average water use was 1600 gallons
per plant, so 1000 plants would use

High tunnel gardening has the benefits of outdoors, greenhouse
By Kerry King, GrowersSupply.com
High tunnel growing is an easy and costeffective way to establish control over outdoor growing environments, improve production and extend the growing season. A
multitude of brands, types and sizes exist,
from field-scale to hobbyist.
High tunnels are hoop houses covered
with greenhouse film or woven polyethylene fabric, rather like a step between field
growing and greenhouse growing.
Growers in warmer climates experience
great success producing year round in high
tunnels, whereas those in harsher climates
tend to use the structures for season extension and protecting crops from unpredictable weather patterns.
They can keep wind off of crops, reducing stress on stems and roots, or block out
driving rain to better control soil moisture
levels. Less weeding is necessary because
plants are inside, and fewer pests and ani-
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mals will be able to get into the garden.
There are two basic types of high tunnels: Round style or gothic. Round style are
hoop-shaped, ever-popular because wind
goes up and over the hill-like shape. These
are better for growing in the ground
because the sidewalls are curved.
On the other hand, gothic style high
tunnels have straight sidewalls and a
peaked roof. This makes roof vents easier
to install because the sides of the roof are
straighter. The straight walls are ideal for
growing on tables or benches, which can be
placed right up against the wall, saving
space and allowing easy access.
For info on Growers Supply and its ClearSpan line of greenhouses, high tunnels and cold frames, call 800-476-9715.
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1,600,000 gallons during a season. The
heaviest water use is in late summer, when
river flows are at their lowest and weakest.
This amount of water could drop the level
of a small river flowing into the ocean.
With many thousands of cannabis plants
growing throughout the North Coast,
water usage can easily have a huge impact.
At this time of year, bulk-product storage can be a concern for the grower. An
alternative to nitrogen (N) packaging are
the readily available oxygen (O2) and moisture absorbers commonly used in the food
processing industry. Look up ‘oxygen
absorbers’ or ‘moisture absorbers’ to learn
how these inexpensive packets work, and
be sure to purchase ‘food grade.’ They can
be used in glass jars, sealable plastic buckets or vacuum-seal bags. Studies suggest
they can reduce the O2 to near 0% in about
six hours when properly sized to the storage container. Air is already 80% N, so they
need only eliminate 20% of O2. Moisture
absorbing packets help keep the contents
dry. Product should be dried to 10% or less
moisture to combat mold and bacteria
growth. Both types of absorbers are cheap,
easy to use and common in the food industry. Initial reports show that they improve
retention of color and smell. Shelf life is
longer, and containers can easily be opened
and resealed, an advantage if the product
needs to be inspected.
Spider mites are a problem both
indoors and out, often brought onto a farm
on cuttings from nurseries or other suppliers. This is a concern for collectives that sell
cuttings. Grean Bicycles research lab has
been adapting a method used in the strawberry industry for cannabis, with some
promising results. Strawberries infested
with a spider mite were held in a sealed
container for 24 hours at 95% to 100% CO2,
and the mites were eliminated. Cannabis
Please turn to page 8
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Cannabis for pain can reduce Cal medical reform initiative Legal medical marijuana may reduce adolescent use
Continued from page 1
Texas A&M in 2007 made similar determiBy Paul Armentano, NORML Deputy Director
prescription drug deaths
expands them to include civil rights not
By Paul Armentano, NORML Deputy Director
Physicians who prescribe opioid drugs to
patients with neuropathy (nerve pain)
should consider recommending cannabis
as a therapy, according to a peer-reviewed
paper published online in the January 2012
Harm Reduction Journal.*
“There is sufficient evidence of safety
and efficacy for the use of [cannabis/
cannabinoids] in the treatment of nerve
pain relative to opioids,” it notes. “In States
where medicinal cannabis is legal, physicians who treat neuropathic pain with opioids should evaluate their patients for a
trial of cannabis and prescribe it when
appropriate prior to using opioids. ...
Prescribing cannabis in place of opioids for
neuropathic pain may reduce the morbidity and mortality rates associated with prescription pain medications and may be an
effective harm reduction strategy.”
From 1999 to 2006, “approximately
65,000 people died from opioid analgesic
overdose,” the author notes, and, by contrast, “[N]o one has ever died from an overdose of cannabis.”
Inhaled cannabis has consistently been
shown to reduce neuropathic pain of
diverse causes in subjects unresponsive to
standard pain therapies during clinical trials. A 2010 study by researchers at McGill
U in Montreal, Canada, found that smoked
cannabis significantly improved measures
of pain, sleep quality and anxiety in participants with refractory pain where other
therapies had failed.
California’s Center for Medicinal
Cannabis Research published results in
2007 and 2008 of four placebo-controlled,
double-blind randomized clinical trials —
involving an estimated 150 subjects. They
all concluded that smoked cannabis was
well-tolerated and effective as a painkiller.
* “Prescribing cannabis for harm reduction,” harmreductionjournal.com/content/pdf/1477-7517-9-1.pdf

recognized by the courts under Prop. 215.
Patients and caregivers would be free to
cultivate their own medicine at home.
However, anyone seeking to commercially
produce, sell, distribute, process or transport would be required to register with the
Bureau as of July, 2013. Facilities that are
already recognized by local governments
would be automatically grandfathered for
the first three years. Registered facilities
would be liable only for civil instead of
criminal penalties.
The initiative would assess a 2.5% supplemental sales tax on sales of medical
cannabis. Funds would be allocated to
medical cannabis research, patient education, low-income assistance, emergency
room health services and research on best
cultivation practices. Local governments
could assess additional taxes of no more
than 2.5%.
The initiative also reduces penalties for
certain offenses that are now mandatory
felonies to “wobblers,” or alternative misdemeanors, to reduce enforcement costs in
minor cases. These include cultivation,
possession for sale, transportation, distribution and sales. Felony penalties for possession of hashish or concentrated
cannabis would be abolished.
The Legislative Analyst’s office estimates savings of “several tens of millions
per dollars per year” in reduced law
enforcement costs from the initiative.
A poll by EMC Research found that
77% of California voters support uniform
state rules for regulating medical marijuana, well above the 60% threshold that is
considered necessary for a successful initiative. Proponents need to raise $2 million
for a petition drive to qualify for the
November ballot.
The deadline for signature turn-in is
April 20.
More MMRCTA info at regulatemedicalmarijuana.org.

State laws that allow legal use of cannabis
by qualified patients have little to no causal
effect on broader marijuana use, according
to data published online in February 2012
by the journal Annals of Epidemiology.*
Investigators at McGill University in
Montreal, Canada, obtained state-level
estimates of cannabis use from the 2002 –
2009 US National Survey on Drug Use and
Health. Researchers used difference-in-differences regression models to estimate the
causal effect of medical use laws on overall
use, and simulations to account for measurement error. “Difference-in-differences
estimates suggested that passing (medical
use laws) decreased past-month use
among adolescents … and had no discernible effect on the perceived riskiness of
monthly use. … [These] estimates suggest
that reported adolescent marijuana use
may actually decrease following the passing of medical marijuana laws.”
Previous investigations by research
teams at Brown University in 2011 and

From the Field…
Continued from page 7
plants heavily infested with spider mites
were held at this same concentration of
CO2 for 24 hours with a 100% kill rate, and
18 hours at that concentration had a 99%
kill, with some individual spider mites still
barely alive. Work is continuing to recycle
the CO2, keeping it from adding to green
house gases. Researchers hope one day to
be able to treat all cuttings at nurseries or
collectives prior to delivery to individual
farms. Having 100% spider mite-free cuttings would be a big step in reducing the
need for chemical usage at grow sites.
Water conservation, better product
storage, and cleaner plant starts are issues
that a stable, legal cannabis industry could
address and solve, if the Feds will allow it
to do so.

nations, concluding, “[C]onsistent with
other studies of the liberalization of
cannabis laws, medical cannabis laws do
not appear to increase use of the drug.”

* “Do Medical Marijuana Laws Increase Marijuana Use?”
web.me.com/samharper/Site/data_software_files/harperwall-replication-wp.pdf

Marijuana use not associated
with senior cognitive decline
By Paul Armentano, NORML Deputy Director
Cannabis use does not appear to have
residual adverse effects on cognition or
memory, according to trial data published
Jan. 2012 in the American Journal of
Epidemiology. Researchers at the London,
England, Kings College School of Medicine
investigated the prospective association
between self-reported illicit drug use and
cognitive functioning during mid-adult
years. A total of 8,992 participants who had
been surveyed at 42 years of age in the
National Child Development Study (19992000) were included in the study when the
participants were age 50 (2008-2009).
Authors analyzed data on three cognitive-functioning measures — memory
index, executive functioning index, and
overall cognitive index. Multivariable
regression analyses were used to estimate
the association between different illicit
drug use measures at age 42 and cognitive
functioning at 50. Subjects who had used
illegal drugs, primarily cannabis, as recently as in their 40s performed as well or
slightly better on tests than did their peers
who had never used illicit substances.
The scientists noted that, “The lack of
association between current illegal drug
use and cognitive functioning also appears
to be congruent with previous evidence
showing the absence of a long-term residual effect of illicit drug use on cognition.”
* “Is illicit drug use harmful to cognitive functioning in the
mid-adult years? A cohort-based investigation,” American
Journal of Epidemiology, January 2012.
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On-site testing system revolutionizing industry
By Gaynell Rogers
One of the nation’s leading medical cannabis
dispensaries, Harborside Health Center in
Oakland, CA, in January
2012 became the first in
its region to launch and
utilize the new on-site
cannabis testing system,
QuantaCann technology,
working in collaboration
with Steep Hill Labs.
QuantaCann is an
innovative
scientific
software and instrumentation system that can be Wilson Linker of Steep Hill Lab demonstrates the QuantaCann
technology at the opening of labʼs new office near Oakland airused onsite at dispen- port. Photo by Mikki Norris
saries and collectives to
test and provide instant analysis. In min- for which the strains are being utilized, in
utes, QuantaCann can analyze the strain, order to provide a valuable database of
providing THC and CBD potency levels, information for research.
moisture content, and many other characThe QuantaCann uses near-infared
teristics of the plant. In addition to tracking reflective (NIR) spectroscopy to compare
critical strain-specific data, the system cat- the material to thousands of samples from
alogs symptoms and medical conditions Steep Hill’s vast database, enabling the
machine to deliver test results in seconds. It
quickly identifies strains rich in cannabidiNew book:

Medical Marijuana 101
Medical Marijuana 101
Mickey Martin, Ed Rosenthal, Gregory T. Carter, M.D.
ISBN: 9780932551931. 120 pp Quick American Pub: $14.95

Medical Marijuana 101 contains the most
up-to-date information that medical marijuana users need to know, from the latest
research on how the body processes marijuana to findings on CBD, a component
that works for pain management without
making a patient “high.” It answers the
burning questions: What conditions can be
treated with medical marijuana? What is
the science behind medical marijuana? Are
there side effects? How do I talk to my doctor about getting an approval for medical
marijuana? What are the different ways to
take medical marijuana? Where can I
obtain medical marijuana?
Author and cannabis industry consultant Mickey Martin, along with cannabis
experts, ‘cultivation guru’ Ed Rosenthal
and medical researcher Gregory Carter,
M.D. provide a great introductory resource
for new patients, and a quick reference for
the more experienced user.

DEA inspecting records of San
Francisco dispensaries
Continued from page 3
team requested licenses, ownership information and yearly inspection reports for
five of the City’s permitted dispensaries in
December, and 12 more between Jan. 18 31. Only six SF dispensaries have not yet
had their files requested by the DEA.
The first five requests resulted in letters
being sent to the landlords of the property
threatening forfeiture of the property,
resulting in the closing of some of the
City’s best and most compassionate operators, such as Divinity Tree.
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ol (CBD), the component known to lessen
the effects of inflammation, pain, anxiety
and spasms without the psychoactive THC
effect. Since CBD-rich cannabis has many
benefits, but is also extremely rare, this
aspect alone makes QuantaCann a valuable analytical tool to dispensaries.
The use of lab-tested and certified
‘clean green’ medicine is a trend that has
grown exponentially over the past few
years. The availability of the QuantaCann
system to the industry can revolutionize
safety controls and purchasing by adding
consistency and immediate results for
patient-farmers and providers.
Five years ago, Executive Director
Steve DeAngelo was looking for a lab to
test Harborside’s cannabis, its strains,
potency and chemistry in order to ensure
that HHC would provide the highest quality medical cannabis.
He collaborated with engineers David
Lampach and Addison DeMoura and
Steep Hill, and the nation’s first medical
cannabis testing facility was founded in
2008. After testing over 2100 strains of
cannabis, nine rare strains were found with
solid CBD content. Harborside has already
discovered five new CBD strains since utilizing the new system.
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A cookbook for the cause
The Cannabis Gourmet Cookbook
2012, Z-Dog Media, ISBN: 978-0-9839888-0-9
By Cheri Sicard

By Mitch Mandell, zdogmedia.com
A new cannabis cookbook gives readers
instructions for cooking with marijuana in
more than 120 delicious medicated recipes
and it also helps the cause of reform.
Author Cheri Sicard is making The
Cannabis Gourmet Cookbook available to
worthy cannabis organizations at belowwholesale rates to help raise funds.
Sicard, a professional writer and recipe
developer long before she became a
cannabis patient and legalization advocate,
is excited that her newest book makes
cannabis cooking accessible to beginners,
yet sophisticated enough for connoisseurs.
“The fact that I can pursue my love of food
and cooking and help patients and organizations working to reform our ridiculous
marijuana laws at the same time is the best
of all possible worlds,” said Sicard.
The book debuted in February at the
High Times Medical Cannabis Cup in LA.
Human Solution founder Joe Grumbine
said, “This book is going to help us raise a
lot of money for our legal defense funds.”
Groups who want to participate should contact Mandell
(mitch@zdogmedia.com) for details.
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Italian researchers: Use CBD to stop colon cancer
By Jahan Marcu
A research study by members of the
Endocannabinoid Research Group in Italy
showed in animal and petri-dish experiments that cannabidiol (CBD) may prevent
colon cancer (Aviello et al., 2012).

The Lab Bench
The research team induced colon cancers in mice with the chemical agent
azoxymethane. The formation of aberrant
crypts, polyps, and tumors were reduced
in the colons of mice administered as little
as 1mg/kg CBD compared to mice without
the drug. The research may have identified
CBD’s antitumor mechanism in the gut. It
appears that the effects of CBD can be
countered by blocking CB1, TRPV1 or
PPARγ receptors. CBD may act through
multiple mechanisms or pathways, but
they converge in the phosphorylation or
activation of AKT, a protein important for
cell growth and maintenance.
The authors also discuss the mounting
evidence from thousands of patients in
over 20 countries involved in clinical trials
of the benefits of the pharmaceutical
cannabis-extract Sativex. There are virtually no adverse reports from patients.
Most patients appear to tolerate the
drug well with little to no adverse side
effects, except for the chance that a patient

may experience “a feeling of general happiness” after administration and symptom
relief, according to the Sativex fact sheet
from Bayer, Inc. Since there is substantial
evidence that CBD is non-toxic and well
tolerated in humans, the authors suggest
that it could be safely consumed by people
to prevent colon cancers.
The cannabis plant is the stuff pharmaceutical companies dream about, but it is
not the only plant to contain cannabinoids.
Botanists have uncovered almost half a
dozen other plants that make them. THC
has not been found on many plants but scientists have found cannabigerol (CBG) in
other plants. These new cannabinoid
sources include Voacanga Africana,
Rhodenderon
Anthpogonoides,
Radula
Marginata, and Helichrysum Umbraculigerum (Appendino et al., 2011; Iwata and
Kitanaka, 2011).
Unfortunately, patients now are prey to
a scourge of expensive and untested synthetic cannabinoids, while these alternate
plants are neglected pharmaceutical treasure troves. The cannabis plant has provided the world with many important discoveries and potential therapies. It would
seem it is only a matter of time before other
plants are introduced into modern medicine for their unique cannabinoid profiles.
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ASA takes DEA back to court over rescheduling
By William Dolphin, Americans for Safe Access
An Oakland-based medical cannabis advocacy group hit the federal government with
another court challenge over its refusal to
recognize cannabis as having medical use.
Americans for Safe Access (ASA) asked a
federal appeals court to compel the DEA to
move cannabis from Schedule I to allow
doctors to prescribe it.
The appeal was filed Jan. 26, 2012 in
response to the DEA’s recent denial of the
rescheduling petition filed by the Coalition
for Rescheduling Cannabis (CRC), of
which ASA and Patients Out of Time are
members. It was filed in 2002 but acted on
by the government only when the CRC
sued for unreasonable delay.
“After stalling for nearly a decade, the
government is finally going to have to
answer in court for its refusal to acknowledge the medical uses of cannabis,” said
ASA Chief Counsel Joe Elford. Since 1970,
two other rescheduling petitions have
sought to restore cannabis to the list of recognized medicines, but the medical record
has been reviewed only once by the courts.
The ASA appeal argues that the federal
government acted arbitrarily and capriciously in ignoring medical research and
practice. It says the DEA was only able to
deny the therapeutic value of cannabis by

applying different evaluative criteria to it
than to other drugs, misrepresenting
research, and relying on unsubstantiated
assumptions. It asks the court to “require
the DEA to analyze the scientific data evenhandedly,” and order “a hearing and findings based on the scientific record.”
In the decade since the CRC petition
was originally filed, considerably more
peer-reviewed research has been published
showing the benefits of cannabis for treating a variety of serious conditions. ASA
wants this additional scientific evidence to
be recognized and considered. Cannabis’
therapeutic value is also more widely recognized, including by the National Cancer
Institute, part of the Dept. of Health and
Human Services, which added cannabis to
its list of Complementary Alternative
Medicines, noting that it has been used
therapeutically for millennia.
The evidence is insurmountable.
Thousands of peer-reviewed scientific articles have described historic, current and
potential medical uses for cannabis as well
as for the cannabinoid compounds that the
plant contains.

Researcher sues DEA for
blocking medical research
By Stephen Morseman, MAPS
Professor Lyle Craker of the U of
Massachusetts-Amherst filed the opening
brief of his lawsuit against the federal DEA
Dec. 15, 2011 with the First Circuit US
Court of Appeals. The suit aims to overturn an earlier decision by the DEA that
rejected Craker’s application to obtain a
license to grow marijuana for privately
funded FDA-approved research and open
the door to research that may substantiate
many veterans’ claims of therapeutic benefits from marijuana to treat PTSD.
Craker aims to refute the conclusions
the DEA reached in rejecting his application. He hopes to show that marijuana is
within the definition of a medicine according to the Controlled Substance Act, that
having an additional cultivator of marijuana is consistent with the legal regulatory
framework provided for by the Single
Convention Treaty on Narcotics, and that
there is a lack of adequate competitive conditions with the federal marijuana supply.
According to the Federal Office of
Veterans’ Affairs, an estimated 6-11% of
veterans returning from Afghanistan and
upwards of 12-20% from Iraq suffer from
PTSD. While there are many conventional
treatments for the condition, few are effective. Growing anecdotal evidence of
cannabis’ value to treat PTSD has come
from states with medical use programs.
Very little scientific research on the subject has been done due to the National
Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA) monopoly
on the research supply and its redundant
review process that exists only for
cannabis, not for any other drug. Dr. Sue
Sisley’s U of Arizona study of cannabis to
treat Afghanistan and Iraq veterans who
suffer from PTSD was rejected by NIDA,
despite passing the FDA approval process,
so she was unable to obtain authorized
marijuana for her study.
Professor Craker is supported in his
efforts by the ACLU, MAPS and the
Washington,
DC-based
law
firm
Covington & Burling, LLP.
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Dutch coffeeshop rules causing confusion, anger
National and International Reports
Majority of Canadians support decrim or legalizing, especially in BC
A poll released Jan 17, 2012 shows that 66% of Canadians favor legalizing or decriminalizing cannabis, while 20% like the current laws. The Toronto-based Forum Research, Inc.,
conducted a poll Dec. 13, 2011 with British Columbia residents voicing the strongest support for reform, with 73% of respondents indicating laws should be changed. Quebec had
the least support, where a 61% majority of respondents support changing the laws. Baby
boomers were the most likely to back reform, at 73% of respondents aged 55 - 64 supporting it. Meanwhile the Liberal Party of Canada approved a new party policy Jan. 15, 2012
calling for the legalization and regulation of cannabis.

Sweden approves oral medical marijuana for MS patients
Swedish officials announced the approval Feb. 12, 2012 of a marijuana-based prescription
medicine for multiple sclerosis patients who get no relief from standard drugs. The sublingual spray used for stiffness and muscle cramps will be closely monitored in this prohibitionist country. Spain, Germany, Denmark and the UK also have approved the spray.

Malay couple gets life for marijuana plant and less than two ounces
A Malay court in Kuching, Sarawak Province, on Jan. 31, 2012 sentenced a married couple
to life in prison for having a small amount of marijuana and a plant in their home on Jan.
12, 2009. The husband was also sentenced to nine lashes of the cane. The judge imposed
sentence on Tajol Ashikin Tambi, 39, and Rozaimah Mat, 37. Each was convicted of two
offenses under Malaysia’s Dangerous Drug Act of 1952 and sentenced to three years for
sharing 53.51 grams of marijuana (less than an ounce each) plus life in prison for cultivation. The judge hit the couple with a very harsh penalty for claiming their child had planted the marijuana, but he suspended the caning. — Phil Smith, stopthedrugwar.org

NBA stops drug testing its players for cannabis during the off-season
The National Basketball Assn.’s new labor agreement signed Nov. 25, 2011, ends drug testing of players for marijuana during the off-season, but will continue to test for performance-enhancing drugs like steroids and human growth hormones. Researchers wrote in
the November American Journal of Sports Medicine that cannabis may help athletes by
reducing fear, anxiety, depression and tension, and helping with sleep and recovery as its
analgesic effects treat pain and injuries. Some self-report that it helps them focus better
and enhances their creativity, decision making and self-confidence.

Rhode Island legislature tilts in favor of decriminalizing marijuana
Rhode Island will likely decriminalize marijuana possession this year. HB7092 was introduced by Rep. John Edwards on Jan. 11, 2012 and referred to the House Judiciary
Committee. This bill would reduce the penalty for adult possession of up to an ounce of
cannabis from a misdemeanor to a civil offense punishable by a $150 fine. The House bill
has 41 sponsors (including the minority leader) out of 75 members, and the Senate bill has

By Derrick Bergman, G0NZ0 Media, VOC *
Will 2012 be the last year that Dutch coffeeshops can welcome foreign customers?
The rules officially changed on the first of
January, but it remains unclear whether
policies of the shakey right-wing government will prevail.
In typical Dutch fashion,
the new scheme is extremely
complicated and hard to
explain. The goal is to turn
all coffeeshops into private
clubs, with memberships
limited to 2,000 each. Only
residents of the Netherlands
can obtain a membership.
The physical ‘weed pass’ that
Minister of Justice and
Security Opstelten had announced is no longer mandatory, a ministry spokesperson declared recently.
Opposition to the new rules is growing
steadily, not only among shop owners and
their visitors, but also from local governments and ordinary citizens, who antici-

pate that widespread, large-scale street
dealing will emerge to fill the gap if the
new rules are enforced.
Meanwhile, the Dutch parliament still
hasn’t debated the issue. The national government’s debate on drug policy has been
tabled since March
2008, leaving the
Ministry to dictate
policies — and the
activists to stew in
skepticism and anger.
Two events are
planned in Amsterdam
to protest the ongoing
wave of repression. A
‘420 Weed Pass Smoke
Out’ has been organized by coffeeshopnews.nl
moderator
Peter Lunk for April
20, and VOC (Society
for the Abolition of Cannabis Prohibition)
will hold its annual free Cannabis
Liberation Day festival June 17.
* voc-nederland.org / www.coffeeshopnews.nl

23 sponsors (including the majority leader and some Republicans) out of 38 members.
According to a January 2012 survey by Public Policy Polling, 65% of Rhode Islanders support cannabis decriminalization and 52% support taxing and regulating cannabis like alcohol. — Jesse Stout For more info, see tinyurl.com/87kp6nj.

Undercover NYPD narc kills unarmed teen after he flushes marijuana
An undercover New York City NYPD narcotics officer shot and killed an unarmed Bronx
18-year-old on Feb. 2, 2012 as he was allegedly trying to flush his stash down a toilet in his
own home. Ramarley Graham became the eighth person to die in 2012 US drug law
enforcement operations, apparently over small amounts of marijuana. Narcs had already
arrested two men for selling drugs when they approached Graham, who ran to his nearby
home, pursued by police, and into a second-floor bathroom. An unidentified officer confronted him, and in the ensuing struggle the officer shot Graham in the chest. He was pronounced dead at a local hospital. A small amount of cannabis was allegedly found floating
in the toilet bowl. “The cops told me they were chasing him. He had weed, and that’s it,”
said his mother. — Phil Smith, stopthedrugwar.org
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Harm reduction, human rights in Argentine drug policies
By Michael Bifari, Argentine correspondent
When Cristina Fernandez de Kirchner
began her second term as Argentina’s president Dec. 10, 2011, after winning more
than 53% of votes cast in the last election,
nobody expected her to make swift and
significant changes in her cabinet. Yet, just
two days later she removed Jose Granero
as the sedronar (DEA liaison). Granero had
battled with Minister Anibal Fernandez,
who favors the pursuit of human rightsand harm reduction-based policies.
Fernandez had made a strong campaign about the failures of Drug War policy, and worked hard to forge a strong political base to advocate for changes in
Argentine and international law.
Argentina and Uruguay have agreed to
work together to defend this new paradigm before the UN. This is an affirmation
of what began three years ago when the

Argentine Supreme Court ruled that possession of small amounts of drugs for obviously personal use could no longer be
treated as a crime.
There are now six initiatives attempting
to change the nation’s drug laws. All of
them are positive — considering that the
current law sets 4 – 15 years in prison for
growing cannabis. In the meantime, few
have been going to prison lately. Argentina
had an average of 15,000 arrests for small
amounts of cannabis in the last year, but
only three trials went forward; the rest
were dismissed.
Meanwhile, lawyers and justice
employees still often steal evidence, making for illicit arrangements with corrupt
police and bureaucrats.
The already strong and growing
Argentine cannabis movement is watching
carefully as the new policies go into effect.

Ohio readies its own medical marijuana ballot measure
By Mary Jane Borden, www.omca2012.org
The Ohio attorney general certified in
January the Medical Cannabis Amendment
of 2012 (OMCA) as eligible to gather the
385,000+ signatures necessary to place the
measure on the ballot for the fall election.
While the OMCA counts itself among a
number of ballot initiatives slated for 2012,
it stands out as unique and special.
After decades of criminal penalties, a
new twist has patients suffering civil sanctions such as the loss of jobs, housing, education or children. A small group of organizers turned to the Ohio Constitution. Its
Article 1: Bill of Rights spoke volumes: “All
[people] are, by nature, free and independent, and have certain inalienable rights,
among which are those of enjoying and
defending life and liberty, acquiring, possessing, and protecting property, and seeking and obtaining happiness and safety.”
The OMCA is crafted as a constitutional amendment that sets forth eight rights
for Ohio residents, who would be eligible
to use cannabis as medicine for a diagnosed debilitating medical condition, and
it establishes a Commission of Cannabis
Control to regulate medical use and to support, uphold and defend those rights.
First and foremost, the proposal protects medical cannabis patients. Immediately upon its passage, the right to use
cannabis would serve both as an affirmative defense to criminal prosecution and as
a bar against civil discrimination.
The OMCA is patient-focused and
speaks directly to privacy and confidentiality rights. As with other medications,
patients would have the right to possess
cannabis in amounts sufficient to meet

their individual medical needs. Patients
and their caregivers could grow their own
or acquire sufficient amounts from statelicensed providers.
The short, well thought-out OMCA ballot language will allow Ohio’s sick, dying
and disabled finally to live free of constraints imposed by cannabis prohibition.

Pulmonary function study
Continued from page 1
reports finding no significant decrease in
pulmonary function associated with moderate cannabis smoke exposure. A 2007 literature review by researchers at the Yale U
School of Medicine and published in the
Archives of Internal Medicine found that
cannabis smoke is not associated with airflow obstruction (emphysema), as measured by airway hyperreactivity, forced
expiratory volume, or other measures.
The largest case-controlled study ever
to investigate the respiratory effects of marijuana smoking reported in 2006 that
cannabis use was not associated with lungrelated cancers, even among subjects who
reported smoking more than 22,000 joints
over their lifetime. “We hypothesized that
there would be a positive association
between marijuana use and lung cancer,
and that the association would be more
positive with heavier use,” stated its lead
researcher, Dr. Donald Tashkin of
California’s UCLA. “What we found
instead was no association at all, and even
a suggestion of some protective effect,” in
that marijuana smokers had lower incidences of lung cancer than non-users.
* “Association between marijuana exposure and pulmonary
function over 20 years,” JAMA, January 2012.
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NJ Court: 5 years in prison for MS patient
By Ken Wolski, RN, MPA, cmmnj.org
Multiple sclerosis (MS) patient John Ray
Wilson sits in a New Jersey cell serving a
five-year prison sentence for his medical
use of marijuana after the state Supreme
Court refused in January, 2012 to hear his
appeal.
Wilson was arrested in August 2008
and charged with “manufacturing” the 17
cannabis plants he used to treat his MS. He
faced 20 years in state prison. At trial,
Superior Court Judge Robert Reed would
not let the jury hear the reason Wilson was
growing the plants, stripping him of his
only defense. Many in the community felt
this was an injustice and protested outside
the Somerville court house. Wilson was
acquitted of the most serious charge, but
convicted of second degree manufacturing
in December 2009, and sentenced to five
years in prison in March 2010.
On July 26, 2011, an appellate court,
agreeing with the trial judge that there is
no “personal use” exemption to the charge
of manufacturing over 10 plants, affirmed
Wilson’s conviction and sentencing. It did
not matter that he was using the marijuana
to treat his MS, the Appellate Court ruled,
and it held that five years in prison was an
appropriate sentence.
MS is a qualifying condition for marijuana therapy in New Jersey according to
the two-year-old Compassionate Use Act,
but the state’s Medicinal Marijuana
Program is not operational yet.
Wilson’s attorney, William Buckman,
called the appellate court decision “wrongheaded and a vicious travesty.”
Governor Chris Christie has not
responded to appeals for a pardon or sentence commutation for Wilson from State
Senators Nicholas Scutari (D - Linden) and
Raymond Lesniak (D - Union). Sen.
Lesniak noted, “Mr. Wilson was not selling
drugs on our streets. He was merely trying
to alleviate the symptoms of a dreadfully
painful disease. It is unconscionable that he
[is now] behind bars.”
The National MS Society confirmed in
an Expert Opinion Paper in 2008 that standard therapies often provide inadequate
relief for the symptoms of MS and that
marijuana helps with MS symptoms such
as pain and spasticity. Moreover, the
experts said that cannabis is neuroprotective and could actually limit progression of
this incurable disease. An estimated 15% of
MS patients already use it for symptom
relief, according to the MS
Society.
The
Coalition
for
Medical Marijuana, New
Jersey, Inc. is a 501(c)(3)
non-profit
educational

organization that is holding a series of
events to support Wilson.
For information, see cmmnj.org and Wilson’s Facebook page,
‘Support John Ray Wilson - New Jersey MS Patient.’

St. Cyr and Christie
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Christie, still in custody,
weds and prepares for trial
By Sharon Letts, Secret Garden Productions
Hawai’i’s licensed Marijuana Minister
Roger Christie and co-defendant Share St.
Cyr were wed Jan. 6, 2012 at the Federal
Detention Center in Honolulu. Christie has
been held without bail since July 8, 2010 for
distribution to his followers of the THC
Ministry’s holy sacrament, cannabis. A
court date is set for Aug. 8, 2012.
Christie’s Hilo-based storefront ministry was first raided in March 2010, when
Christie was arrested and released with its
“Green 14” ministry members. The raid hit
a farm and residences where members
were growing sacrament for the ministry in
quantities well above state standards for
medical use. Christie said the church was
never a dispensary; it was a true and legal
religion operating under the First
Amendment to the US Constitution.
The couple rejected a plea bargain on
Jan. 18, 2012 that would have given
Christie a federally imposed mandatory
five-year prison sentence, less time served,
with a two- to three-year sentence for
Share, less 18 months of time served.
The couple were wed at the detention
center, in an intimate ceremony that
included a kiss but lacked some basics,
such as a hemp prayer shawl and cannabisinfused Holy Anointing Oil, mandated
from a recipe found in The Bible (Exodus
30). Christie is quietly preparing a motion
to dismiss. Amicus briefs are still needed.
The ministry’s Green 14 are working
round the clock to raise $600 a month to
cover the cost of preparing from the center.

See a living marijuana garden!

Come to the

Oaksterdam

Cannabis

Museum
& Visitor Information Center.

SCIENCE! HISTORY! HEMP! INDUSTRY!
Now Open Daily, 10 - 6
1776 Broadway, Downtown Oakland, CA 94612
www.OaksterdamCannabisMuseum.com
The Museum is seeking donors to add to the collection
and sponsors for exhibits and window displays.

Page 13

West Coast Leaf

Colo initiative set for the November ballot
Continued from page 1
long overdue for repeal,” said Mason
Tvert, co-director of the Campaign to
Regulate Marijuana Like Alcohol.
“Polls show more Coloradans consistently support making marijuana legal
than oppose it, and we are confident they
will pass this measure and make history
this November.”
In January, proponents submitted more
than 163,000 signatures in support of the
measure but fell about 2,400 valid signa-

Washington state ballot
Continued from page 1
government interference under the state
constitution as a matter of privacy.
The measure also tasks Liquor Control
Board with developing and adopting rules
for licensing and regulating cannabis producers, processors, and retailers by Dec. 1,
2013. It specifies that cannabis growing,
processing and selling in compliance with
I-502 and rules adopted to implement it
“shall not constitute criminal or civil
offenses under Washington state law.”
If the legislature fails to take action, it
will go onto the November 2012 general
election ballot. A SurveyUSA poll conducted in November 2011 found that 57% of
Washington voters supported “a proposal
to legalize possession of up to one ounce of
marijuana ... and subject the purchase of
marijuana to a 25% tax.”

Richard Branson joins DPA board
Virgin Group founder and social entrepreneur Richard Branson has joined the
Honorary Board of the Drug Policy
Alliance (DPA), the leading organization in
the fight for alternatives to current prohibitionist drug policies. Its Honorary Board
includes prominent leaders from across the
political spectrum who are renowned in
the fields of law, health, business, media
and politics — from Harry Belafonte,
Russell Simmons, Arianna Huffington and
Sting to a former US secretary of state, secretary of defense, surgeon general, attorney general, and chairman of the Federal
Reserve. — Jag Davies, Drug Policy Alliance

tures short of the 86,105 needed to qualify
for the ballot. They were allotted a 15-day
period to collect more signatures for the
petition, and submitted 14,000 additional
signatures in February, guaranteeing the
measure will appear on the November
2012 ballot.
At its second signature turn-in, the
campaign was joined by former
Republican two-term New Mexico governor Gary Johnson, who formally endorsed
the initiative and discussed its significance.
“Coloradans have the chance to end
marijuana prohibition for the entire country,” Johnson told KUSA NBC 9 News in
Denver. “There has to be a first state, and
Colorado has that opportunity.”
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Chronic pain patients suffer attack in Hawai’i
By Matt Rifkin
When the Hawai’i state legislature opened
in January 2012, several bills favorable to
patients were introduced in the Senate to
include PTSD as a qualifying condition,
clarify some language in the law, allow for
the transfer of seeds, clones and medicine
among patients, add cannabis as an option
in the patients’ pain bill of rights and even
create a pilot dispensary program.
Unfortunately, one bill introduced into
each chamber was written by the administrator of the medical use program, the
Dept. of Public Safety’s Narcotics Enforcement Division, to drastically reduce the
number of patients and put fear into those
who remain in the program.

DoJ threats hit Colo medical cannabis providers
By Aaron Smith, NCIA
The US Attorney’s office sent 23 letters to
medical marijuana centers (MMCs) in
Colorado on Jan. 13, 2012, threatening the
owners and landlords with asset forfeiture
and prosecution under federal drug laws
that do not recognize state medical
cannabis laws. Medical use has been legal
in the state since 2000.
The letters are similar to actions in
California last year. Colorado is unique,
however, in that its medical marijuana
industry is tightly regulated by the state
through the Medical Marijuana Enforcement Division. This round of threatening
letters, penned by Obama appointee John
Walsh, specifically targets MMCs operating within 1,000 feet of a school. Medical
cannabis providers within these ‘Drug Free
Zones’ could face enhanced penalties if
prosecuted under federal law.
Colorado’s state law already prohibits
MMCs from locating within 1,000 feet of a
school, except for those operating under a
‘grandfather’ clause.
Cannabis advocates are perplexed by
the move. In Congressional testimony just
weeks before the threats arrived in
Colorado mailboxes, US Attorney General
Eric Holder said the Dept. of Justice would
not use its limited resources to pursue

cases against cannabis providers acting in
compliance with state laws.
“That’s what’s kind of maddening to
any advocates like myself,” Denver attorney and medical cannabis advocate Brian
Vicente told the Denver Post in response to
the letters. “None of these dispensaries [is]
in violation of state law.” He is working
with a coalition of state and national
groups to push back against this latest
challenge to state law.
Outraged by the duplicity on the part
of the Federal DoJ, advocates across the
state staged a day of action Jan. 25.
Hundreds of calls from voters urging representatives to stand up for state law and
for the patients who rely on cannabis
poured into the offices of Colorado’s congressional delegation. The National
Cannabis Industries Assn. and other
national advocacy and industry groups are
upping the pressure on Congress and the
White House to harmonize federal law
with the medical use laws of states like
Colorado.
The federal prosecutor’s office has stated that this is just the first round in a series
of letters that will target Colorado MMCs
within close proximity to “sensitive” uses,
but at press time we unaware of any other
than the initial 23.
More information at theCannabisIndustry.org
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The bills, HB 1963 and SB 2026 seek to
remove chronic pain as a stand-alone qualifying condition, increase penalties for
“fraudulent misrepresentation” to a class C
felony, suspend patients from the program
for up to three years for violating its “conditions of use” and capping at three the
number of ‘blue cards’ for a single grow
location.
“This is an outrageous attempt by law
enforcement to force patients away from a
safe medicine, cannabis, and make them
use dangerous opioids or NSAIDs,” said
Andrea Tischler, co-chair of the Big Island
chapter of Americans for Safe Access. “The
overwhelming majority of patients will
suffer due to the actions of a minority who
may have abused the program.”
Law enforcement has been making presentations at Rotary Clubs and community
meetings, making no secret of its allegations of abuse in the program and stressing
that 97% of patients qualify by chronic
pain. HB 1963 seeks to close this ‘loophole’
by eliminating chronic pain as a qualifying
condition unless it is the direct result of
another medical condition.
There are only 7,500 patients statewide,
less than 1% of the total population, so how
widespread is this ‘abuse?’ Police do not
release specific data, they just cite a few
patients being arrested with substantially
more than their legal limit — and not necessarily more than they need.
The House Health and Public Safety
Committees passed HB 1963 with amendments on Feb. 2. The bill must pass two
more committees before going to the full
House, then to the Senate.
There is still hope that some of the good
bills may get hearings and move forward,
but clearly patients are in a fight just to
keep HB 1963 from progressing.
“It’s still early in the session and just
about anything can happen. However, the
amended version has confirmed our worst
fears, that chronic pain has been removed
as a qualifying condition. It is now our top
priority to stop this bill. It is essential that
patients submit testimony in strong opposition to HB 1963. We must raise our voices,” said Tischler.
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Michigan eyes statewide, local Detroit initiatives
By Michael Whitty, Advisory Board MINORML
Michigan activists are fighting back
against the actions of the anti-marijuana
state attorney general, the recent closures
of many dispensaries, and bills proposed
by state legislators which would restrict
the use of medical marijuana.
Michigan reformers need to collect
322,609 valid petition signatures by July 9,
2012 for a proposed constitutional amendment on the November ballot to legalize
use for all adults. A survey of 600 likely
voters conducted in January by EPIC-MRA
of Lansing found that 45% of likely voters
support legalizing possession and use, 50%
oppose it, with 5% undecided. Less than a
year before the election, there is serious
work to do, but it may be winnable.
The tough side of the initiative battle is
the need for high numbers of volunteer
petitioners, along with limited funding and
a likely hard-hitting counterattack by the
state’s Republican AG, who happens to be
Mitt Romney’s state campaign manager.
The bright side of the ballot effort is a
strong mobilization among the Michigan
cannabis community, which should
strengthen the movement for years to
come, making the state cannabis movement a factor in future elections and forcing politicians to wake up to grassroots
demands to treat cannabis like wine.
The medical marijuana referendum
passed in all 83 counties in 2008, with a
statewide average of 63% approval.
The Michigan Court of Appeals ruled
Feb. 10, 2012 to allow a vote by Detroiters
in August or November that could legalize
the use of less than an ounce of marijuana
by city adults. Led by Tim Beck, a 2010
petition drive gathered enough signatures,
but the Detroit Election Commission

would not add the measure to the ballot.
Under state law anyone who is not a medical user could still be prosecuted by the
state even if Detroit voters adopt the plan.
The lower court pointed to that discrepancy when it refused to place the
measure on the ballot, but the appeals
court said, “It was outside the authority of
[city officials] to consider the substance
and effect of the initiative, and defendants
have a clear legal duty to place the matter
on the ballot.”
The Detroit Law Department said the
city plans to file an appeal with the state
Supreme Court, likely delaying the measure past the August ballot.

VA rejects cannabis reforms
By Lennice Werth, Virginians Against Drug Violence
Two marijuana reforms were set aside by
Virginia legislators in this year’s session.
House Joint Resolution HJ-139 would have
required the Governor to send a letter to
the federal DEA requesting it to reschedule
cannabis to ‘Schedule 2.’ HJ-140 would
have had the Crime Commission study the
profitability of selling cannabis in state
Alcohol Beverage Control stores.
Both were introduced by Northern VA
House Delegate David Englin (D - Dist. 45),
also a champion of womens’ rights.
The Rules Committee took testimony
from disabled veteran Michael Krawitz,
Virginians Against Drug Violence Legislative Analyst Roy Scherer and cancer survivor Elizabeth Richardson Jan. 24, 2012
and tabled the bill for the session.
Before leaving the committee hearing,
Englin told supporters he would “keep this
going,” and indicated that he is willing to
reintroduce the resolutions again next year.
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Legalization debate roils throughout Americas
By Daniel Robelo, Drug Policy Alliance
Amidst terrifying levels of criminal violence, a growing number of leaders across
the Hemisphere are pointing to the
failure of drug prohibition
and proposing legalization
as a possible solution.
At least 50,000 people
have been killed in Mexico in the
past five years because of the
drug war. These are prohibitionrelated homicides, perpetrated by cartels
that exist because of, and profit from, drug
prohibition. Although officially labeled
“deaths due to presumed criminal rivalry,”
many had no connection to the drug trade.
To this death toll must be added the
thousands of people disappeared, the hundreds of thousands displaced, and the
thousands of children left orphaned during
this same five-year period.
But Mexico is not alone. Organized
crime and violence are sweeping down the
isthmus of Central America as well.
Honduras has the highest homicide rate in
the world. The UN now considers it, and
its neighbors Guatemala and El Salvador,
the most dangerous places in the world not
in active war zones.
What is the region getting in return for
this unbearable price? Not much. Cartels
show no signs of weakening, while drugs
remain as widely consumed and available
in the US as ever before. However, the
region’s leaders may not accept the status
quo much longer. An increasing number
believe that security can be improved —
not by hitting the cartels harder, but by
being smarter about global drug policy.
Guatemala’s newly inaugurated president, Otto Perez Molina — a conservative
former military general — recently pro-

posed that Central America legalize drugs
to curtail organized crime.
“I want to bring this discussion to the
table,” said Perez. “It wouldn’t be a
crime to transport, to move drugs.
It would all have to be regulated.” When the US Embassy in
Guatemala predictably criticized his statement, Perez shot
back, accusing the US of trying to
“cut off the issue from entering
the debate,” and asserting, “We
are not doing what the US
says, we are doing what we
have to do.”
His remarks come on the
heels of similar statements made
by current and former presidents
of at least 10 other Latin American countries. Last December, Mexico, Colombia,
the Dominican Republic, Chile and all the
nations of Central America issued a joint
declaration urging the US to rein in its
demand for drugs or, if it cannot, to explore
“regulatory or market oriented options.”
Presidents Felipe Calderon of Mexico and
Juan Manuel Santos of Colombia, and expresidents of Mexico, Colombia and Brazil,
all have voiced support for discussing or
pursuing regulatory alternatives — especially, but not exclusively, for marijuana.
The US public is ready as well, now
that 50% of Americans favor legalizing
marijuana. That modest step could deprive
cartels of their leading revenue source, thus
diminishing their ability to terrorize people
throughout the region.
As US citizens wait impatiently for
their government to join the rest of the
American hemisphere in rethinking the
failed Drug War, our neighbors to the south
cannot afford to wait any longer.
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Book Review:

A gateway to health
Marijuana Gateway to Health: How cannabis
protects us from cancer and Alzheimer’s Disease.
By Clint Werner

By Mary Pat Jacobs,
Sonoma Alliance for
Medical Marijuana

Once started, reading
Marijuana Gateway to
Health is hard to stop.
Clint Werner’s training in journalism is evident throughout, making his book a definite smile to read. It may
seem difficult to find humor in the egregious assaults against this benign and beneficial substance, but Werner has done it.
Readers will laugh often at the factoids he
places in ironic juxtaposition to the ridiculousness of the drug warriors’ actions.
One need read only a page or three of
this book to be well armed with information. Author of many books on wellness
Andrew Weil, MD, wrote, “This book
should be required reading for all medical
professionals, elected officials and everyone interested in health and wellness.”
The ‘End Notes’ are invaluable, as
Werner’s association with Dr. Donald
Abrams gave him access to world-class
researchers, medical professionals and
long-time activists. It is also obvious that
he went much further on his own to dig
out the history and truths in the book.
Werner begins by explaining how the
endocannabinoid system was discovered
and how it interacts with receptors
throughout the body, then describes exciting evidence that cannabinoids, especially
THC and CBD, counteract a variety of diseases in ways that conventional drugs have
not. Study cascades into study proving that
marijuana can actually impede and even
stop cancer-cell growth. It augments the
protection of brain cells from Alzheimer’s,
stroke, traumatic injury, the effects of MS,
Parkinson’s and other cerebral disorders,
and actually stimulates the formation of
functional new brain cells.
Werner ends on the upbeat, chronicling
“The Marijuana Renaissance” as attitudes
change incrementally throughout society
and government. It is more like a glacier
than an avalanche to be sure, but moving
in a positive direction.
“Should you use marijuana? If you’re
an adult, and you want to be healthier, the
answer is probably yes,” concludes the
author. He makes it hard to disagree.

Montanans may face a return to the ballot box
By John Masterson
Activists in Montana are moving forward
in a blizzard of political backlash with a
ballot issue proposal to end criminal penalties for responsible adult marijuana use.
The proposal, CI-110, would add two
sentences to the state constitution: “Adults
have the right to responsibly purchase,
consume, produce, and possess marijuana,
subject to reasonable limitations, regulations, and taxation. Except for actions that
endanger minors, children, or public safety,
no criminal offense or penalty of this state
shall apply to such activities.”
The language was approved for signature gathering by the state in December
2011, and a new organization formed to
promote the initiative and oversee the campaign, Montana First, had its first signature
gatherers on the street soon after.
Proponent Barb Trego, former deputy
reserve sheriff in Lewis and Clark County,
said, “This measure is as simple as can be.
The basic principle is clear as day. After
voters pass it, there will be work to do to
define limits and regulations. This is an
appropriate task for elected leaders after
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voters signal their preference to stop arresting and jailing adults for personal use.”
To amend the constitution requires that
nearly 45,000 valid signatures be submitted
by June 22, 2012 from 40% of the state’s
geographically immense but sparsely populated legislative districts. If passed in
November, it will go into effect July 1, 2013.
Montana’s legislature only meets for a
few months every two years. It will go into
session in January 2013, and could create a
regulatory apparatus for defining the limits on home production, commercial sales
and any tax structure. Whether legislators,
many of them newly elected, will take on
the task of regulating legal cannabis is anyone’s guess. However, voters in the
American West are generally ready to end
cannabis prohibition. An October 2011
Gallup poll found that 55% of western voters agree marijuana should be legal.
If CI-110 signature gathering is successful and it is approved for the ballot,
Montana will join seven states considering
similar measures: CA, CO, MI, Missouri,
Nebraska, OR, and WA. montanafirst2012.org
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Mass medical initiative
By Michael Cutler, NORML Legal Committee
Massachusetts allows voters to pass laws
by ballot initiative, and it appears likely to
adopt medical marijuana on the November
2012 ballot. A 2008 state initiative decriminalizing adult possession of an ounce of
cannabis (substituting a fine for arrest or
other penalty) won with a 65% vote, ahead
of Barak Obama. Recent polls on medical
use show 80% favorable.
The state elections agency certified
70,000 signatures in January, enabling “A
Law for the Humanitarian Medical Use of
Marijuana,” to appear on the ballot. Upon
a majority vote, the initiative will become
effective January 2013, protecting patients
with listed or “debilitating” conditions.
The initiative requires the state public
health agency to license 35 nonprofit “medical marijuana treatment centers” (dispensaries), at least one in each of the state’s 14
counties and no more than five in any one
county. More can be licensed after 2013 if
the agency deems it appropriate. A card
and confidential patient registry will determine which patients have access to them.

Montana medical cannabis access dying on vine
By John Masterson
A medical marijuana law still appears in
the Montana law books, but the program is
a mere shadow of its original self, and
patients and providers are reeling, numbed
by the dramatic setbacks of the past year.
Providers are disappearing across the state,
and patients are reportedly returning to a
newly thriving ‘black market’ to obtain
cannabis for their ailments.
In California and Colorado, federal
prosecutors have sent warning letters to
dispensaries and landlords, giving them
advance notice of a crackdown.
However, in March 2011, at the same
moment the MT State Senate’s judiciary
committee was rejecting a bill to repeal the
medical use law, the DEA and other agencies raided 26 groups statewide. That is
equivalent to simultaneously raiding some
960 CA locations — and in MT it produced
a chilling effect every bit as severe.
A month later, as its very last action, the
state legislature replaced the 2004 medical
use initiative voters had adopted by 62% of
the vote with a new opponent-written law
that came “as close to repeal as we can
get,” said one legislator. That law is under

review by the state Supreme Court. Last
summer, advocates gathered enough signatures to put the law on referendum in
November, but it remains in effect.
Meanwhile, the number of registered
patients has shrunk from more than 30,000
to barely 20,000. A year ago, more than
5,000 Montanans registered with the state
to grow for patients; under the new law,
fewer than 400 have, “and a lot of them are
closing down every day,” said a former
provider who asked to be anonymous.
The US Attorney has in the past year
sought indictments of more Montanans for
following the original state law than were
prosecuted nationally under eight years of
the Bush administration. No evidence of
compliance with state law nor mention of
the ‘Ogden memo’ is admissible. Most of
those targeted by the government have
been forced to plead guilty to somewhat
lesser charges, and everyone sentenced so
far has been given at least a year in prison
plus years of later supervision.
A new documentary film, Code of the
West premiered at the South by Southwest
film festival in Austin in March 2012 to tell
this grim story.*
* Info at codeofthewestfilm.com, montanadrugpolicy.org
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The inevitability of marijuana legalization
Editorials and Commentary

IRS §280(e): Devilish in its details
We are pleased to see that a coalition is growing to reform one of the most insidious of the
federal tax codes, the onerous IRS 280(e). Just as the Feds used the tax codes to go after the
Alcohol Prohibition Roaring 20s’ era violent gangsters, they now turn it against non-profit
organizations that help sick and dying people, making no distinction between the two.
Alcohol Prohibition ended in 1933, and the Marijuana Tax Act of 1937 was adopted then
struck down as unconstitutional by the 1969 US Supreme Court as an abuse of the federal
power to tax. Section 280(e) is as shameful an abuse of that power, however, today’s Court
is less inclined to stand up for liberty or justice, so the National 280(e) Reform Campaign
and the National Cannabis Industries Assn. and others are working in coalition to get
Congress to change it. In today’s anti-tax climate, this code should be easy to eliminate.

Washington DC’s subsidy to the drug lords
Three groups stand to benefit from the federal war on patients. First are the fat cats of pot
prohibition — federal and state narcotics agencies that feed at the trough of our tax money
with no real oversight by the administration. In 2007 alone, they spent about $42 billion,
and today probably much more. Second are international drug traffickers who had been
losing market share to clean, regulated and taxed local providers of medical cannabis and
conversions. The Feds gets rid of the competition and pushes their annual US profits to
about a $113 billion enterprise. Third are illicit growers and street dealers who get a windfall if Obama succeeds in driving-up prices, and they don’t have to worry about rules,
licenses, taxes or laws. Unless they get caught, and they know that will never happen.
Everyone else loses: Patients are deprived of access to effective medicine. Researchers
are deprived of materia medica for cannabis studies. Taxpayers pay for police budgets,
prison budgets and bear the social harms done by prohibition. Farmers are deprived of
Earth’s number one sustainable cash crop, hemp. The economy loses all the suppressed
hemp businesses. The environment is ravaged by petro-criminal industries and bad
underground growing practices. Such are the fruits of Washington DC’s folly.

California High Court could heal the rift
With the California Supreme Court planning to rule on the legality of dispensary bans and
regulations, we are hopeful that they will do right. They’ve shown this capacity before, in
the Mower and Kelly decisions that protect patients today. State law enforcement’s own
misbehavior has created confusion about cannabis distribution laws, and federal agencies
then manipulate that confusion to rationalize an end-run around Obama’s promise not to
go after state-legal medical marijuana. Once the Court makes it clear that safe access to
medical marijuana is a right in this state, that cultivation and patient-to-patient transactions are legal, and that dispensaries may be registered to comply with local ordinances,
but not banned, it will strip away the artifice used by federal prosecutors to circumvent
state laws and Obama’s stated policies. With that distinction made, California will be able
to regulate cannabis for the greater good.

Calling all angels
Three California legalization initiatives are
now ready to join forces behind whichever
one can find a sponsor with $2 million to
spend on signature gathering. The West
Coast Leaf concurs that any of these would
be a significant advance for our cause, and
strongly hopes that an angel soon alights.
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By Brian Vicente, Exec. Dir., Sensible Colorado
Citizen advocacy groups in both Colorado
and Washington recently turned in ample
signatures to place marijuana legalization
measures on the 2012 Presidential ballots
of their respective states.
The measures to regulate marijuana
like alcohol at the state level — limiting its
use to adults 21 and over and requiring
sales to take place in well-regulated stores
— would shake the foundation of the
nation’s long-standing and increasingly
unpopular Drug War. Here’s the kicker:
Both measures are likely to pass.
National and local polling shows the
country trending toward marijuana
reform. For the first time in 30 years of
polling, Gallup showed a record-high 50%
of Americans support making marijuana
legal. A series of regional polls show that
western states, in particular, are ready to
end the decades-old hemp prohibition.
Increasingly, cannabis reform is being
seen as a pressing social justice issue that
demands attention. At a recent drug policy
reform conference in Los Angeles, Ira
Glasser, former head of the national ACLU,
gave an impassioned speech citing the
Drug War’s disparate impact on people of
color and likening the nation’s drug laws
to Jim Crow laws. The NAACP came out in
support of a 2010 California initiative to
legalize marijuana and Hilary Shelton, its
vice president of advocacy, said, “We are
usually conservative in terms of the issues
that we support, but disproportionate
prosecution of [African-Americans for]
drug-related offenses for marijuana has
called us to fight for decriminalization in
our community.”
Joining this call are increasing numbers
of Latinos, an important and growing sector of the electorate that is weary of racial
profiling and the inescapably disproportionate racial impact of prohibition. Latinos
are arrested for marijuana possession at
much higher rates than whites, despite a
lower usage rate. In major California cities,
the 2006-08 arrest rate for Latinos is two to
three times higher than for whites. In New
York City, it’s almost four times higher.
Both black and brown communities are
increasingly weary of the collateral consequences experienced by those convicted of
drug possession offenses, such as denial of
federal student loans and housing benefits
and lifelong difficulty in securing employment due to ‘criminal’ records.
In Colorado, where 69% of those in
state prison for drug offenses are people of
color, the Regulate Marijuana Like Alcohol
Act is inspiring a coalition with supporters
that include leaders in the Latino community like Kim Cordova, president of the
state’s largest union, and civil rights

groups like the ACLU and the Colorado
Criminal Defense Bar. Columnists from
both sides of the political spectrum penned
their support for legalization in both the
conservative Colorado Springs Gazette and
the mainstream Denver Post.
These groups represent the changing
face of the drug policy reform movement
with impacted parties, opinion makers,
and civil rights defenders adding their
voices to the call for systemic change.
Given national opinion trends and a growing and diverse coalition in support of
reform, it seems increasingly likely that
this targeted pushback signals the beginning of the end for marijuana prohibition.

US Congressional candidate
needs support to change law
By Roger Goodman,* GoodmanforCongress.com
Federal prohibition of so-called ‘controlled
substances’ has given rise to the same
adverse consequences as did Alcohol
Prohibition in the 1920s. Current US drugpolicy has been clogging the courts and
wasting taxpayer dollars on irrational and
counterproductive strategies while feeding
violent illegal markets, public corruption
and disrespect for the law.
The mantra for decades has been that
drug laws ‘protect children,’ but highschool and junior-high-school kids now
have easier access to prohibited drugs than
do adults. Meanwhile, we arrest more than
800,000 adults each year for marijuana possession alone.
For many years, I’ve worked as a drug
policy reformer across the country.
Currently, as a Washington state lawmaker,
I’ve sponsored state bills to expand medical marijuana access and legalize cannabis
for adults. But success at home is often
stymied by federal intransigence.
I’m now stepping out even further as a
candidate for Congress, to give national
leadership on this issue and ensure that
states can regulate and control cannabis for
the health, safety and welfare of its citizens
— without federal interference.
I pledge to fight for an end to marijuana prohibition for the entire country, and to
help implement exit strategy for the failed
War on Drugs. To do this, I will need your
support as well — your time, your financial donations, your endorsements, and if
you live in Washington State’s First
Congressional district, your vote as well as
that of your neighbors.
It’s time that elected officials tell the
truth, ignore convention and support policies based on science, reason and compassion. That is what I promise to do.
* State Rep. Roger Goodman (D) is a leading contender in the
2012 race for Washington’s 1st US Congressional Dist.
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Calendar and Community Directory
March 23-24, 13th Annual Students for
Sensible Drug Policy National
Conference, Denver, Co. Hyatt Regency
Denver Tech Center, 7800 East Tufts Ave.
ssdp.org
April 7, 41st Annual Hash Bash, Ann
Arbor, MI. Noon-1 PM on the Diag, U of
Michigan. Noon-5 PM, Monroe Street Fair.

freedomactivist.net/hashbash.html.
April 20, It’s always 4:20 somewhere.
International day of cannabis unity.
April 21, Deep Green Festival and
Conference, Richmond, CA. Craneway
Pavillion, Marina district of Richmond.
Noon to midnight. Earth Day weekend,

Hemp the ever green, hits the mainstream
By John Dvorak, Hempology.Org
As more and more hemp products hit the
market, the ‘giggle factor’ (Can I smoke
that?) is being replaced by the ‘gaga factor’
(Where can I get that?).
Hemp foods are increasingly being
incorporated into the products of mainstream, ‘non-hempster’ companies. More
fitness magazines and health gurus are
espousing the health benefits of the humble hemp seed. The New York Times ran a
January 2012 feature article on vegan body
builders that included favorable statements about hemp protein powder.
Hemp is making inroads in the construction industry as more companies see
that hemp-based building materials have
big benefits over conventional products.
Hemp Oil Canada added an office to their
production center using hemp concrete. In
addition to being breathable, carbon-negative, non-toxic and mold/pest resistant,
hemp-crete is an excellent insulator against
super-cold Manitoba winters. In Cheshire
Oaks, England, the Marks and Spencer
retail chain opened a huge new eco-friendly store that includes hemp concrete walls.
On the textile side, all sorts of great
hemp clothing can be had. H&M launched
an eco-friendly collection with hemp silk
blends and recycled wool. Patagonia, in
stores across the country, has several items
using hemp, and Simple brand shoes are
comfortable, stylish — and made of hemp.
Manitoba Harvest recently received
multi-million dollar venture capital funding to expand, in order to keep up with its
40-50% annual growth over the last few
years. Its products are now found in many
mainstream stores, including Safeway and
60 Costco stores across Canada.
Kentucky is moving forward with a

hemp bill to provide needed revenue for
farmers and manufacturers in a state that is
in dire need of both.
To get a daily hemp news summary by
email, create a Google Alert using the keywords [hemp -”Indian hemp”]. (Indian
hemp is a common term used for marijuana in Europe and Asia.) The Hemp Industry
Insider by Australian Dionne Payn covers
the industry from a global perspective with
info her readers can make use of locally.
Visit hempindustryinsider.com to download a free copy and join her mailing list.
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celebrating cannabis, health and ecology.
Full day of music and special guests,
speakers and panels, vendors and
exhibits, eco fashion show, outdoor DJ
and 215 Zone, food. For more info, see
deepgreenfest.com
April 26-28, Seventh National Clinical
Conference on Cannabis Therapeutics,
Tucson, AZ. Lowe’s Ventana Canyon
Resort. Latest medical research, patient
information. Register at
medicalcannabis.com
May 25-27, Treating Yourself Third Annual
Expo, Toronto, Canada. Metro Toronto
Convention Centre, North Building Hall
A. Lectures, vendors, entertainment,
world’s largest vapor lounge for medical
marijuana patients. For more info, see
treatingyourselfexpo.com
May 31-June 2, 2012 Aspen NORML Legal
Seminar, Aspen, CO. The Gant. CLE credit
available for attorneys. Non-lawyers welcome, too. For more details, norml.org

BIRTHDAY HONOR: Michael Aldrich receives
a Senate Certificate of Recognition signed by
Sen. Mark Leno on the occasion of his 70th
birthday on Feb. 7, 2012 at SPARC in San
Francisco. Aldrich was the first in the US to
write his dissertation on cannabis in 1970,
ʻMarijuana Myths & Folklore,ʼ and has been a
long-time activist with his wife, Michelle, for
medical marijuana and legalization starting
with Amorphiaʼs first Prop. 19 in 1972. He is a
prolific writer, curator of the Aldrich Archives,
and a board member of Cal NORML, SPARC,
and Patients Out of Time. Photo by Mikki Norris

Aug. 17-19, 21st Annual Seattle Hempfest,
Seattle, WA. Myrtle Edwards Park.
World’s largest “protestival” with music,
speakers, vendors, food. hempfest.org

Oct. 3-6, 41st Annual National NORML
conference, Los Angeles, CA. Omni Los
Angeles Hotel. For info, see norml.org
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Community Announcements

Jacobs: His garden inspired Sonoma guidelines
Monty Jacobs

Mary Pat

Born 10/30/1949 –
Died 12/29/2011

Patient activist and threetime cancer survivor
Monty Jacobs passed
away peacefully from
heart complications due
to radiation fibrosis. He departed just as
the last guests left his farewell party.
Monty was born in Lakewood, CA to
Patty and Harvey Jacobs, an internationally known hydraulic engineer. He had a
passion for automobiles. During cancer
recovery in the 1980s, Monty customized a
rolled-over Porsche, attracting the interest
of fellow enthusiasts.
An inventor with an artistic flair who
worked with wood and metal, Jacobs
designed many custom pieces, including a
cannabis vaporizer before it became popular. He and his wife, Mary Pat, were inseparable and became known as “the Monty
Pats.” They followed the county fair circuit, carving redwood signs. With his
brother Hal, Monty designed and built sev-

eral homes — some
award winning, some
passive solar — including a beautiful offthe-grid home on the
rustic property known
as Ent Walk.
Monty and Mary Pat were among the
top signature gatherers for the medical use
initiative, Prop 215, and played a key role
in rescuing the 1996 petition drive. As leaders of Sonoma Alliance for Medical Marijuana, the couple worked with law enforcement for patients’ rights. Jacobs’ cannabis
medical marijuana garden was the model
for the Sonoma County guidelines that
protects a 100-square-foot garden canopy
rather than a plant count.
Monty is survived by Mary Pat, his
assistance dog Sassy, his brother, nieces,
nephews, in-laws, and many friends.
Donations in his memory will be used to
maintain and continue his dream of creating an arboretum at Ent Walk and may be
sent to Mary Pat Jacobs, PO Box 216,
Sebastopol, CA 95473.
Monty Jacobs
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Galbraith: Perennial KY gubernatorial candidate
L. Gatewood Galbraith
Born Jan. 23, 1947 – Died Jan. 4, 2012

One of the great icons of
cannabis reform and author
of The Last Free Man in
America, Louis Gatewood
Galbraith passed away Jan.
4, 2012 of complications
from emphysema.
In addition to five runs for Kentucky
governor, Galbraith was known for backing industrial hemp and for the Truth
Commission and Marijuana Feasibility
Study he launched in the late 1980s. His
plan was to model commercial cannabis
regulations after the tobacco model, with
individual farmers allowed to produce personal amounts plus a small crop that
would be inspected and distributed
through a state agency. His hope was that it
would protect the ‘mom and pop’ model of
marijuana cultivation.
Born in Carlisle, KY to Henry Clay and
Dollie Galbraith, Gatewood spoke with a
heavy drawl and impassioned rhetoric,
blasting the “greedy corporations” for their
“synthetic subversion” and invoking
“America’s founders” to demand a “natur-

al order” of agriculturebased economics.
Galbraith catalogued the
roadside signposts that
commemorate hemp as
Kentucky’s primary cash
crop of the 18th and 19th
centuries and pointed out
the hemp leaves carved
into the state Capitol’s pilasters. He sought
to unify the Green Party, the Democratic
Party, the Reform Party, Libertarians,
cannabis reformers and Tea Partiers into a
coalition to take back American liberties.
Galbraith said that Reagan- and Bushstyle conservatives “are not conservatives,
they’re aliens,” and railed that his Grandpappy grew hemp and would have taken
up arms against the creeping fascism in
America. “Did my father’s generation hit
the beaches of Normandy and Iwo Jima so
that I’d have to pee in a cup to hold a job in
America?” he often asked. “No!”
He is survived by his three daughters.

Prominent SF activist
Michael Goldstein,
Born 1953- Died Dec. 2, 2011

Like many gay men of his
time, Michael Goldstein
came to San Francisco for
its social tolerance and
stayed for the political
action until he passed
away Dec. 2, 2011 from stage 4 lymphoma
after living with HIV for nearly 20 years.
Over the years, Goldstein was an effective
progressive activist who was as an elected
member of the Democratic County Central
Committee, a president of the Harvey Milk
LGBT Democratic Club, and worked for
the SF AIDS Legal Research Panel. He
became a champion for the right to use
medical cannabis, and after the City adopted its lowest-law-enforcement-priority policy, he became head of the Marijuana
Offenses Oversight Committee.
“Michael was determined, opinionated, persistent, intolerant of bullshit, prickly, always questioning. He challenged us
all to move a common agenda and come
together beyond our own personal ambitions,” said his friend, Debra Walker.

Fought for better pain relief
Siobhan Reynolds
Born 1961 – Died 12/24/2011

Siobhan Reynolds, founder of the Pain
Relief Network, died in a plane crash on
Christmas Eve, 2011. Alerted to the drug
issue by first husband Sean Greenwood’s
decades-long struggle with pain, she battled the stigma against opioid-prescribing
doctors who are labelled ‘pill-mills’ and
‘drug traffickers’ simply for allowing
chronic pain patients to use adequate
amounts of pain medications. She spoke
out in behalf of Greenwood’s doctor,
William Hurwitz, who was repeatedly
prosecuted for “overprescribing,” and for
his patients. She fought against an attack
by the US Attorney’s office, challenging her
right to free speech and privacy.

LA activist, spokesperson
Richard Kearns • May 26, 1951 – Jan. 12, 2012
Longtime AIDS survivor, activist, poet,
journalist, photographer, exercise instructor and teacher passed away peacefully at
the age of 60 with loved ones at his side.
Richard was an advocate for medical
cannabis and AIDS issues who spoke often
before many city councils in Los Angeles
and Southern California. He was a conference and seminar organizer, and a founding director and board member of the
Patient Advocacy Network.
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High spirits among a rising tide of stoner starlets

Puff, puff, pass: Actress turned author
Heather Donahue takes a break to medicate
during the Humboldt Hemp Fest last summer.
Donahue penned Growgirl (Gotham Books)
about her year growing medicine in Northern
California. Photo by Sharon Letts

Hollywood to Nuggettown
Growgirl by Heather Donahue
Gotham Books

By Sharon Letts,* thepuffingtonhost.com
What does a girl pegged for B-horror films
do next? Happenstance and a man brought
Heather Donahue of the psych-horror film
The Blair Witch Project to California’s other
multi-million dollar industry — legal medical cannabis, once known as marijuana —
the state’s largest cash crop.
“Nuggettown” (in the Sierras) could be
in any state where cannabis is legal medicine and growers support each other based
on sheer trust, and intimate relationships
begin and end with the grow cycle.
The draw of Growgirl is in part its
shared secrets of a growers’ community
and the riches made (in fact, their one-year
stint as farmers didn’t turn a profit). A journal of this nature, written by a person of
some fame and notoriety, also shows the
normalcy of the process it depicts.
Donahue puts her face out there to tell
an intelligent personal story for the greater
good. A face we first met in a horror movie,
now reveals its own truth: the changing
face of the cannabis community.
*Letts is a writer and author of Humboldt Stories: It’s not Weeds,
it’s real, a fiction based on the Humboldt grow scene.

By Steve Bloom, celebstoner.com
From Rihanna to Miley Cyrus to Cameron
Diaz, cannabis is in style. In fact, female
celebstoners are more apt to wear weedthemed clothing or, better yet, smoke pot in
public than their male counterparts.
Rihanna was recently photographed
puffing on a blunt while she vacationed in
Hawaii. The Barbados-born pop star
adores Bob Marley, has a room devoted to
Tuff Gong in her LA mansion and has been
seen dressed in tee-shirts and bathing suits
featuring Marley with his trademark spliff.
Cyrus famously smoked salvia out of a
bong on her 18th birthday. For her 19th,
friends presented Cyrus with a special
cake. “You know you’re a stoner when
your friends make you a Bob Marley cake,”
the singer quipped. “You know you smoke
way too much f-in’ weed.”
The 2011 Top CelebStoner Diaz reportedly smoked weed at a Golden Globes
after-party with Leonardo DiCaprio and
Maroon 5’s Adam Levine. No surprise
there. Last year, Diaz said she used to buy
pot from Snoop Dogg when they both
attended Long Beach Polytechnic High
School. The Bad Teacher star made the most
of that role, exclaiming, “Pot is awesome!”
both in the movie and during a visit to Late
Night with Jimmy Fallon.
Add actresses Kristen Stewart, Mischa
Barton and Megan Fox, rapper MIA, soul
singer Joss Stone (stoned?), comedian Sarah
Silverman and Hollywood heiress Paris
Hilton to the list of out-of the closet stoner
starlets. Less vocal or demonstrative are
Weeds’ Mary-Louise Parker and Diaz’s BFF
Drew Barrymore.
Roseanne Barr may be too old to be a
starlet, but she sure has been vocal about

Harvesting April 20th in select theaters
in LA, SF, CHI, NYC, WA, OR, CO & AZ.

The San Francisco Independent Film Festival calls CALIFORNIA, 90420...

“Possibly the most honest marijuana film out there.”
90420.com
facebook.com/California90420

legalizing marijuana of late. On her TV
show, Roseanne’s Nuts, she ate a medicated
cookie. Exclaims the comedian, who’s
vying for the Green Party’s presidential
nod: “Hemp is the hope of the world.”
The ageless Joan Rivers (okay, she’s 78)
outdid all her younger contemporaries by
lighting up on her reality series, Joan &
Melissa: Joan Knows Best. The campy comic
was so high her daughter had to intervene.
Joan River has the munchies? Now that’s
news!
Steve Bloom is the publisher of CelebStoner.com, and coauthor of Pot Culture and Reefer Movie Madness

Don Duncan and Stacey Swimme welcomed
their son, Parker Reed, Dec. 7, 2011. He measured 19.5 inches and weighed 7 lbs. 12 oz.
Don is the co-founder and California Director
of Americans for Safe Access. Stacey is the
co-founder of Sex Workers Outreach Project
and is currently the Communications
Coordinator in their Los Angeles chapter.

A perspective from inside the Emerald Triangle
Marijuanaland: Dispatches from an American War
By Jonah Raskin
High Times publishing, $12.99

By John Ellis
Californians have built a multibillion-dollar-a-year industry out of a few seeds and
the hopes and dreams of an aging counterculture that is now heading into retirement.
Marijuanaland documents the cultural
effects on Americans driven to live and
work in the underground cannabis economy that largely drives the area known as
the Emerald Triangle. Jonah Raskin interweaves facts with decades of mythology
laid on the shoulders of people who all
have skin in the game — growers, dealers,
activists and law enforcement.
Raskin takes the reader on a visually
enhanced journey through the Northern
Cal counties of Humboldt, Mendocino and
Trinity, with a journalist’s view of the
changing scene. He introduces some of the
wonderful people and characters who risk
everything to supply patients and commercial markets alike. He explores the politics

of prohibition and
the activists who
fight against it, as
well as the profiteers who thrive
under it. Between
these
worlds
Raskin treads a
fine line where his
narrative leans in
favor of legalization and shows why that is the only viable
outcome, while he shares the perspectives
of those who feel threatened by it.
County by county, the reader is ushered into grow sites, dispensaries, and
even jails, where people say what’s really
on their mind. They demonstrate and
explore the evolution of the plant and talk
about changes in the culture and the laws.
He also takes a look at Sonoma County,
where Raskin has worked as an instructor
at Sonoma State.
This book is a joy to read as you join
Raskin on a trip through Marijuanaland.
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